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Not All New Dogs
Will ‘Fit In’
Automatically

Holly’s
‘Pause for
Paws’

Whether it be a puppy, an adoption from the local animal
shelter or a ‘rescue dog’ from an organization such as Wyoming
Basset Hound Rescue, your new dog may have some adjustment
problems for whatever reason.

Recapping 2016 and a Few
Tips and Reminders

In Holly’s ‘Pause for Paws’ she notes a variety of
circumstances where your dog may need help becoming adjusted
which you may or may not be able to accomplish yourself. When
the task proves to be beyond your abilities (or you simply wish
for some outside assistance) then professional training sessions
may well be the answer.

Like most of you, Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue
is looking forward to the New Year, with opportunities
to do better, to do more and to keep life positive!

Enter C.L.A.S.S. Or, to be more specific, Canine Life and
Social Skills.

We took in 29 dogs in 2016, with one of those
still looking for their forever home at this time. We
had two carry-over bassets from 2015 who found
their new homes in January of this past year. Of
those new 29 in 2016, 17 were basset hounds, nine
were bloodhounds and three were basset mixes.

C.L.A.S.S.is
Canine
an educational
Life and
program to promote training fo-Social
cused on the use
Skills
of positive reinforcement and
to strengthen relationships between humans and their canine
companions.

We had several of these dogs who were able to go
almost directly into their forever home, as we had
people preapproved and waiting to adopt. That was
great! Others needed a bit more time to settle in and
adjust.

C.L.A.S.S. is a three-level evaluation for dog owners to
demonstrate the real-life skills of their dogs, as well as a
knowledge assessment of the owners’ understanding of basic
dog handling and care.

With the 29 dogs we took in, we averaged over
$425 per dog in veterinary care and other expenses,
to get them ready for their new homes. We only had
three dogs who were already vetted and neutered to
where our expenses for them were very limited.

Developed by the Association of Professional Dog Trainers
(APDT) based on input from both dog owners and non-dog
owners, shelter workers, and professional dog trainers, C.L.A.S.S.
benefits pet owners, dogs, and everyone in the community!

Some of these dogs needed training. A couple of
them we saw the need right from the start. We took
in a group of three basset hounds, who had previously
been from a breeder in Nebraska, who we believe
was a puppy mill. They all socially lacked interaction
within a home and were afraid of men. The oldest of
the three was the worst off and the youngest not so
bad.

-continued on page 12Waggin’ Tales is the official publication of the Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue organization and is distributed in January, April, July and October of each year.

With time and patience, and a lot of work on the
foster homes’ part, they have come around. One of
them is still not convinced people can be trusted, but

WBHR Director: Holly Moen
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
Editor: Michael Ryan
thecondor@q.com

-continued on page 7-
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APDT Presents
‘Train Your Dog
Month’ in
January

WBHR
Development
Fund
$1-25
Baxter and Fannie
Robert and Kerstin Bult
Gunder and Carole Hansen
In memory of Newton
In memory of Teton and Sherlock
Susan Kostenbauer
Jeff and Ashley Lang
Joe Michaels (for Roxi and Molly)
Lorraine Reiner
Larry and Janette Richards

In 2010 the Association of Professional Dog Trainers began
the National Train Your Dog Month. The APDT thought it was
long overdue to dedicate a month to bringing awareness to the
importance of socialization and training, and most of all, to inform
the public that training your dog can be easy and fun!
We selected January as the perfect month because so many
dogs and puppies are adopted or purchased from breeders and
brought home during the winter holidays. Our desire is to help
these new pet parents start off the new year right with their
newest family member.

$26-99
Anonymous - 2
Mike and Teresa Bares Family
Nathan and Thea Bryce
Roz Cummings
Rex and Pat Leaman
Pat and Paula McKenzie
Lindsay Musgrave
Stephanie and Jorge Oneto
Jerry and Judy Scheafer
Harley Williams
Bob Wirth (for Molly, Mary Jane and Diego)

The event is designed to promote the importance and benefits
of training dogs to become happy and healthy companions. Too
many dogs are turned into animal shelters each year for behavior
and training issues that could be easily solved with proper
socialization and positive, gentle, science-based methods of
training. Moreover, we want the public to know that training
your dog is not just beneficial, it’s FUN!

$100-249
James and Elaine Alsop
Anonymous - 2
Fred and Shirley Bell
Deb and Clayton Black
Claudine and George Dillman
Jane Elliott
Betty and Pete Fitzloff
Richard Hillegas and Lorie Hebert-Hillegas
Floyd and June Hill
In memory of Butch Bassity
Sharon Kettle
John Minium
Mr. Blue
Heidi and Brock Rasmussen
Larry and Regina Sortor
David, Tracey and Kylee Stai and Tilly and Sadie
Patty Thompson

We hope that trainers, shelters, dog sports enthusiasts,
veterinarians, groomers and most of all, dog owners, will help us
celebrate the joy of training and enjoying a healthy relationship
with your companion dog not only during January’s National
Train Your Dog Month, but throughout the entire year.
We have a variety of training resources, events, and other
suggestions on this site with ideas on how to promote training
to your friends, family, and training clients - basically anyone
who lives with and loves dogs!

About the APDT
The APDT is a professional educational
organization of trainers who are committed to becoming
better trainers through using positive, dog friendly
methods based on sound scientific principles. With over
6,000 members worldwide, the APDT provides
professional dog trainers with a respected and concerted
voice. The APDT promotes caring relationships between
dogs and people and works to increase public awareness
of dog-friendly training techniques. For more
information, visit the Web site at apdt.com.

$250-499
Ano nymo us
In memory of Pookie
Joe and Andrea Kenney (in memory of Petey)
Holly and Allen Moen
Michael and Helen Ryan
Constance Ryan-McKenna

$500
Nyal and Susie Q. Walker in memory of Mrs. Nell Walker
Rocky MountainCasing Crews, Inc.
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Helping Adopted Dogs
Overcome
Shyness
Lolly
ent
m
t
a
e
r
Mist
As Holly noted in part of her column, it is not uncommon for
our rescue dogs to enter the program with problems of which a
significant amount may stem from cruelty issues. These dogs
exhibit a number of factors not the least of which are shyness and
feafulness.
So, what to do?
Fearful dogs avoid people or things that frighten them, may
seem depressed or disinterested and sometimes lunge or do a
barking display to make what they’re afraid of go further away. If
you’ve decided to share your life with a shy dog, take heart. The
following information can help you understand what he is feeling
and give you ways to help him get better.

Fear is very common in all animals. Although it’s possible that
a fearful dog has suffered abuse or a bad experience, most of the
time fears result from a combination of a genetic predisposition
and some lack of experience, especially in the first months of life.
For instance, a dog may have missed out on becoming socialized
to certain kinds of people by simply not being around them enough
when he was a puppy.
Most fearful dogs can be helped to gradually improve. This is
a long, slow process in most cases and requires patience. Shy
dogs are not for everybody. They need caretakers who have
compassion and perseverance.

The best thing for a fearful dog is to expose him to what frightens
him but at a milder intensity and combined with a fun or positive
association. So, a dog who is afraid of children might start to feel
The most common kinds of shyness in dogs are:
more comfortable if he regularly sees children but at a distance
where he doesn’t feel too worried. Then, if his guardian praises,
Social shyness, where the dog is fearful of unfamiliar people Current
pats him
and gives him
treats after the dog has noticed the kids,
Residence:
Casper
or certain kinds of people. Dogs like this are sometimes described
the dog might start to see the kids as good news.
as “taking a while to warm up,” “one man dogs” or “protective.”
-continued on page 5
They are usually fine with a certain person once they get to know
them. Examples are dogs who are afraid
of men or big men or men with beards,
dogs who are uncomfortable around
children, and dogs who
Bark at the sight of people with
unusual gaits. Dogs can also be shy
with other dogs.
Context fears, where the dog is
afraid of certain kinds of situations.
Examples are dogs who are afraid of
going to the vet, panic during car rides
or are uncomfortable in new places.
 Sound sensitivities, where the
dog is afraid of sudden loud noises.
These dogs flatten and try to escape
when a car backfires, or pace and
salivate during loud noises.

4olly
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First Days Are
All-Important
With a Shy Dog

All newly adopted dogs need to be taught what they can
chew, how they may greet you, where to go to the bathroom and
other house rules. If your adopted dog is afraid of novel people
or new situations, he will also need some extra help from you to
adjust to his new home. In the hands of a patient and caring
owner, a shy dog can be a great companion and can make gains
in confidence over time.

people who think they are “good with dogs” and then try to
approach him too quickly or too close. Being forced into more
than he can handle is never therapeutic and can even make him
worse. Take the initiative to coach people on how to remain
passive and let the dog set the pace of contact.
A good idea is to carry treats for people to toss to him – if he
won’t eat, it’s a sign that he needs even more distance. Get him
far enough away so that he’s relaxed enough to eat as this helps
him develop a positive association to new people.

First impressions are lasting, so, when you first arrive home,
make sure the dog isn’t forced into any scary situations. As
tempting as it might be to give him hugs, scrub him in the bath,
take him to people’s houses or invite over all your friends, it is
much wiser to let him explore his
Handimmediate surroundings while you
feeding
sit quietly, waiting for him to come
is great
to you when he is ready. When he
does approach you, he may still be
wary of your hands or of being
touched. Be patient – physical
contact is the hardest part for some
– the best way to win his trust is to
not rush him.

Shy dogs are no less prone to developing separation anxiety
than other dogs. Be sure to do many brief absences in the first
few days so he learns that you are not always there and that
whenever you leave, you come back. Exit and entry in a very
matter of fact way and leave him in a dog-proofed room with
plenty of chew toys.
Shy dogs warm up and bond strongly to people they live
with within days or weeks but remain nervous around novel
people. The time it takes to warm up to a new person may
accelerate over time.

-continued on page 6-

A great idea is to hand feed him
treats and/or meals. At first, talk to him while you feed him piece
by piece. After a session or two, try touching him with your
other hand before each treat. If he moves away, go back to
feeding him without touches a few more times and then try a
smaller touch before feeding.

Best Strategy is to Let
Dogs Go at Own Pace
-continued from page 4-

If he is extremely fearful and hides for a long time once you
get home, you can toss treats near to where he is hiding and
then leave him alone. Once he feels better, he’ll venture out and
associate it with getting a tasty treat. In time, his forays out will
happen sooner and sooner after you toss treats and your presence
will become associated with the treats as well. Once he is out,
you can switch to hand feeding.

The response eventually will become, “Wow, great things
happen to me when kids are around!” A dog who is afraid of
traffic would benefit from audiotapes of traffic sounds, time spent
near quieter streets, all combined with games, treats and happy
talk from his guardian. As the dog improves, time can be spent
on busier and busier streets. Dogs learn strongly from
association.

Take walks around the neighborhood and let him sniff and
thoroughly check things out. Sudden noises or changes in the
environment will likely make him flatten or try to run for cover.
Your best policy is to let him hide or to take him further away
from the scary situation. Then, once he settles down, encourage
him to approach as close as he is comfortable to what frightened
him. Feed him a few treats and then leave. Also be careful of

The best possible strategy is to let the dog go at his own
pace. Any kind of pressure or coercion to make contact usually
makes things worse. Let the dog hide if he needs to, investigate
things and come to you when he feels ready. Avoid as many
negative experiences as possible early on. With time, your shy
dog will bond to you and get used to his new surroundings.
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Create ‘Positive Feelings’
Whenever Possible for Dog

The Power of Treats

-continued from page 5-

Treats are a powerful tool in earning a timid dog’s
trust. If your pal is hiding behind the love seat, entice
him out by putting a line of treats spaced 6 inches apart.
When you have guests over, have them drop treats behind
them until Rex follows them. Then they should be able to
offer him a treat from their hand, held behind them.
Eventually he’ll be comfortable enough to accept treats
while they’re facing him.

Early on, though, it may take dozens of visits from a certain
person before that person was accepted into the dog’s circle, later
the dog is comfortable with a new person after half a dozen
exposures. This process usually takes years, with attention paid
to never rushing the dog as well as effort at creating positive
associations. So, in the early days with your shy dog, don’t become
frustrated if it seems he is taking a long time to warm up to your
friends.

Sitting on the floor and letting Rex come to you for an
offered treat is a good way to earn his trust and bond with
him. If he learns that spending time with people means
he gets to do one of his favorite things, eating tasty treats,
he’ll learn that hanging with humans is a good thing.

Positive experiences with what frightens him at an intensity he
can handle is the best way to build up a shy dog. Here are a few
other suggestions that often help:

Free-shaping tricks and new behaviors using a clicker

Opt for strong-smelling treats like liver treats or
small pieces of hot dog to pique his interest. Delicious
tidbits are a powerful motivator to a shy dog.

 Dog-dog play
Tug of war – provided you have learned and know how to
enforce the rules
Agility training or other training classes
Courtesy of The San Francisco SPCA Behavior and Training
Department.

Hooray, I’ve Got a Home!
Since our last newsletter these bassets
have found their ‘Forever Home’
Duke is living royally with Kaylene and Chris in Gillette
“X” marks the new home for Spot in Billings with Margie
and Scott
Beau is the new love of Wendy and Orry in Billings
Bob has provided new digs for Diego (Bailey) in Casper
Truman is “harried” no longer as he’s settled in with
Patti and Chris in Billings
Suzie Q is getting her “just desserts” with Adam in Green
River
Abby is taking strolls down the lane with Janet and Terry
in her new home in Loveland

Jo Jo has new mojo in Moorcroft thanks to the efforts of
Mackenzie and Jeremy
Maggie has her new home in Belle Fourche, SD with Peggy
and Michael
There’s no clowning around for Pennywise in Cody thanks
to Elaine and Jim
Tracker made his way to Chase in Thermopolis
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Recapping 2016 and a Few Tips and Reminders

-continued from page 2oddly enough, with a name change, he is getting better. Maybe his
previous owner only used his name when they were yelling at him.
We just don’t know.
We had a couple of our rescues who didn’t show the need for
training until after they had been in their new homes for a while. It
became apparent months later. Fortunately, we have found some
awesome trainers over the years, who have been a great help for
these dogs and their families. We have also found new trainers this
year and that has been a life saver! Through training, the dogs have
all adjusted and found their place in the home and are doing well.
Though all the dogs we take in have different needs and
adjustments to make, there are some baseline things they all require.
They all need consistency, routine and
patience. They need to know what is
expected of them. We don’t know what some
of these dogs have been through prior to
coming into WBHR.
Though not as complicated as humans
are, we need to remember that dogs’
personalities can be just as different as ours.
To think they should all act the same and
require the same exercise, same attention,
etc. is an incorrect concept.
Finding the right match for their new
family, we have to take into account their
personalities, as well as the lifestyle of their
new family. Not all of them fit into just any
house.
If you find yourself in a position with
your dog where a trainer would help, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to us.
Your veterinarian and any local groomer,
are also good resources for finding a
reputable trainer. And don’t be afraid to ask
the trainer for references or how long
they’ve been a trainer.
Whomever you find, please tell them that
your dog is a rescue dog and give them some
background. We have found hat a lot of the
trainers are more than happy to discuss
helpful tips with you over the phone and

Holly’s
‘Pause for Paws’

-continued from page 3generally there is no charge. When you do need to bring a
trainer into the home, we have found that they are very
accommodating and they are generous with their time and help,
in relation to the cost. Some provide follow-up guidance via
phone or email as well. The follow-up help can also be no charge
as well.
We hope that you all have a wonderful 2017! Thank you for
adopting and volunteering with WBHR. We greatly appreciate
each and every one of you. You all play a big part in making up
WBHR and we couldn’t do what we do without all of you.
Happy New Year!

WBHR Director

Passing over the
Rainbow Bridge

In Loving Memory.......
Vic and Patty Thompson in Casper had
double sadness in 2016, losing Elvis
(111/2) in June and then Dexter (131/2)
in November.
Kathy Pfaffinger bid farewell to Annie
(111/2) in Billings on Oct.13.
Charlie (81/2) said goodbye to Tiffani and
Corey Fuller on Oct. 31 in Gering.
Bonnie Sargent of Sheridan lost her
long-time friend, Lucy (121/2), on Dec.
23.
Max (12) left Larry and Regina Sortor
on Nov. 30.
Shirley Fink bid a last farewell to Jerry
(15) on Dec. 31.
Sarah and Casey Bowe lost Spark (121/2)
on Jan. 3.
If you have lost a special friend and would like
them listed in this section please contact WBHR
Director Holly Moen per the information on page 2.
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Don’t Froget, You Can be the
Best Trainer of All
and will teach you why certain techniques work better than
others and how your dog actually learns . You should be able to
read simple body language (i.e. wagging tail does not always
mean happy dog). It’s important to be familiar with all the tools,
from basic handling equipment to the most important
motivator…you.

Consistency is essential for a well-trained dog. You can teach
your dog anything, but maintaining proper supervision and
follow-through beyond the classroom is paramount.
Since you are there to supervise the daily routines, how well
your dog plays with others and follows the rules of the house;
you provide food, water, exercise, and reinforcement for good
behaviors, you are better suited than anyone else to be your
dog’s trainer. Dog training is not just for six or eight weeks–it’s
for a life time.

To realize how much you can influence your dog’s behavior
with visual signals, facial expressions, voice, body movement,
praise, etc. is empowering.
Whether you enroll in classes or hire a dog trainer for private
training, you should achieve two things for yourself: knowledge
and independence. When you can understand how dogs learn
and know the most effective methods to train them, you will
have the confidence to continue training all on your own. You
can do it!

People often tell a trainer,”You’re training me, not the dog.”
Even though it’s said in jest, it is in fact, true. Any professional
trainer should be able to train your dog, but unless you’re taking
your trainer home with you, that’s not good enough. A
responsible trainer will go beyond teaching basic commands

Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

Westside Animal Hospital
631 S. Ash Street
Casper
(307) 472-5600
Drs. Doug and Laura Johannessen

3025 Ft. Sanders Road
Laramie
(307) 742-6042
Dr. Christa Branch and
Dr. Amanda Van Pelt

8000 Easy Street
Evansville
(307) 472-6911
Dr. Keith James

2001 Buckskin Dr.
Gillette
(307) 682-2001
Stacy Geer

Mountain View Pet Spa
Pets Are People, Too!

Camelot Pet Castle

256 S. Douglas
Powell
(307) 754-9393
Dr. Teri Oursler

830 Skyline Road
Laramie
(307) 745-7341
Dr. David Evertson and Dr. Dana Petersen, Owners
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260 Crescent Dr.
Mills
(307) 472-7297
Sherri Johnson, Owner

Wheat in DogFood - Yes or No?

Winter 2016 Vol. 13, No. 4
Wheat is a main ingredient included in many brands of dog food. Is it good for your dog? Learn
everything you need to know about wheat here, and decide for yourself if you think it should
be a part of your dogs’ diet.
With all of the talk about wheat these days, you’re probably curious, if not concerned,
about whether this grain is a beneficial ingredient or not in your dog’s diet. Can dogs eat
wheat?
As it turns out, yes, they can. However, there is no nutritional requirement for wheat in your
dog’s diet. But, when used in meals, it does have its benefits for dogs of various life stages.
That’s if it’s given in the right amounts, of course.
As agriculture developed thousands of years ago, dogs’ eating habits changed, along with
how their digestive systems process certain foods, such as wheat.

‘While there is
no nutritional
requirement for
wheat in a dog’s
diet, there are
benefits to its
presence’

Researchers have found changes in the genes responsible for the digestion of starch. It is
evident that dogs can break down large carbohydrate molecules into smaller pieces, further chopping
those pieces into sugar molecules, and finally absorbing those molecules in the intestines. Researchers
believe this is possible because dogs have 30 copies of a gene for amylase, an enzyme made by the
pancreas that is involved in the first step of starch digestion.
So yes, dogs can eat and digest wheat.
While there is no nutritional requirement for wheat in a dog’s diet, there are benefits to its presence.
For instance, certain wheats can contain fibers that may be helpful in aiding the growth of beneficial
bacteria in the gut or intestines. Fiber found in wheat is also helpful in keeping your dog’s bowel
movements regular.

-continued on page 10-

Thank You to All Our Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR
Powell Veterinary Service
522 So. Division
(307) 754-3034
Dr. Lyle Bischoff and
Dr. Bryan Neves

1247 County Lame 14
(307) 347-2358

Worland
Dr. Steven Tharp

200 E. Lakewood Road
Gillette
(307) 682-1507
Dr. Marshall Kohr,
Dr. Darren Lynde

510 College Meadows Dr.
Sheridan
(307) 674-4111
Dr. Peter Pelissier Dr. Christian
Newton, Dr. Amber Ingersoll

Animal Clinic of Billings

1650 Commercial Lane
Sheridan
(307) 672-5533
Dr. Mark Schreiber

1420 10th Street West
(406) 252-9499
Dr. Ken Brown, Dr. Darleen
Miller, Dr. Anne Ball
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Benefits of Wheat?
We Thought You Said Ice Cream!
-continued from page 9Speaking of keeping regular, it’s been found that older dogs
are more likely to develop constipation, so increased fiber, such as
wheat bran, can help keep things moving.
Wheat also packs a burst of energy — the carbohydrates found in
this grain are great when it comes to fueling muscular and metabolic
activities.
Some dogs (actually very few when compared to other
allergens) may be allergic to wheat. It’s not entirely understood
why and how an antibody response occurs in the intestines, but
it’s known to occur in some dogs and to cause distress. Common
symptoms include itchy skin, typically along the face, ears, legs,
and feet. Chronic ear infections, hair loss, and skin infections may
result. If left unchecked, these allergies could lead to more serious
health conditions and even death.

When it comes to balancing the amount of protein, vegetables,
and grains in a healthy dog’s diet, it’s quite simple. Just break it
into thirds. Anything from 1/3 to 3/4 of a dog’s diet should be
protein, this can be meat or non-meat protein, with 1/3 to 1/4
vegetables and 1/3 to 1/4 grains including wheat products.
To be sure you’re feeding your dog a sufficient amount of
wheat, scour the ingredient list of your preferred dog food. Most
people are not aware of the practice of splitting and processing
grains; meaning grain products, while from the same source, are
listed separately.
Wheat from one source can be broken down and listed as wheat
flour, wheat bran, wheat middlings, and wheat shorts, allowing
them to fall to the bottom of the list. It will appear as if there is less
grain in the food than meat and vegetables, when in fact grains like
wheat could be the main ingredient.

Buffalo Veterinary Clinic

5524 Greybull Highway
Cody
(307) 587-3151
Dr. Scott Moore, Dr. Amanda Marsh

120 U.S. Highway 16 East
Dr. Kurt Walters
(307) 684-2851

Riverbend Vet Hospital

3155 CY Avenue
Casper
(307) 234-7333
Dr. Richard Schwahn, Dr. Tangney Gray-Dockham,
Dr. Angela O’Hearn

240 S. Riverbend Road
Douglas
(307) 358-4910
Dr. William Root

93 W. Richards St.
Douglas
(307) 358-3231
Drs. Don, Maxwell and Dean
Smylie, Dr. Amanda Ahrens

3740 E. Lincolnway
Cheyenne
(307) 635-4121
Dr. Christopher Church

Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

1439 Stillwater Ave. - Suite 3
Cheyenne (307) 775-0577
Dr. Raven Novak
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Can You Provide a ‘Forever Home’ for Me?

Penny is an approximately 4 year old bloodhound, who came into WBHR in late
October from an area shelter as an unclaimed stray. We could tell by her appearance
that she had recently had puppies weaned from her. She is a sweet dog that wants to
be with her people. She will lay with the kids in her foster home and let them pet and
love on her as much as they want.
She loves to go for rides or walks. She rides very well in the car and is very
content doing so. Penny has been spayed, is current on her vaccinations and
microchipped. She recently had surgery to fix a hernia and had a dental done at the
same time. Penny had some teeth removed, but she is doing much better! She is an
escape artist! She has never climbed the fence. but prefers the underneath route.
The good thing is that she never goes far, so that has been fortunate! Penny respects
the baby gate inside and loves to sleep in her crate.
She is fully house trained and is feeling so much better since her hernia surgery
that she now plays with the other dogs in her foster home. She likes to be with her
foster mom all the time, so she would be best in a home with a human companion who
is home most of the time. She can be very vocal when alone.

Penny

Current Residence: Kaycee

This is Maggie, a 9 month old bloodhound who came into WBHR as an owner relinquishment
due to her family moving overseas. Maggie weighs around 75#, is spayed, current on her vaccinations
and microchipped. She is a very good girl; both house trained and crate trained. Maggie loves to
play with the children and dogs at her foster home! She is very gentle and loving. Maggie also
travels well in a car. She loves watching out the window. Maggie would be best in a home with other
dogs to play with and having kids would be great, too.

Maggie

Current Residence: Cheyenne

Candy is brand new to the WBHR and will be nine years old in March. We are
still learning more about Candy, but she had surgery on Jan. 13 to remove a lump/
tumor/cyst from her stomach area so it will be a while before she is ready for
adoption. She is spayed, microchipped and is current on all her vaccinations. She
loves everyone and is a very, very sweet girl. Everyone who has met her so far can’t
say enough nice things about her.

Candy

Current Residence: Rapid City

If you would like more information on adopting or fostering any of these bassets, please contact Holly
(307)272-8089 or email at wybassetrescue@gmail.com
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With a Little Effort, Your Dog Can
Earn a Specialized ‘Degree’
The three levels of the program are named after human
university degree programs: the B.A. for Dogs™ (Bachelor’s
level), the M.A. for Dogs™ (Master’s level), and the Ph.D. for
Dogs™ (Doctorate level). The skills in each level vary in the
level of difficulty and distractions. For example, at the B.A. level,
there is the use of treats as rewards after the completion of an
exercise, and some of the “real life” skills that are assessed are
waiting at the door, drop it, and settle.
In the M.A. level, dogs are asked to walk past several dogs
of different sizes, breeds and genders, to wait in the car before
exiting, and to allow the student to handle various parts of their
body. And in the Ph.D. level, students must carry everyday
objects such as a cardboard box or paper sack while walking
their dogs on a loose leash, ask their dogs to back up, and have
their dog demonstrate table manners during a simulated dinner
session.
Each level also allows for two “bonus rounds” that students
may elect to try or not with their dog.
Looking at the overall program, C.L.A.S.S. have several core
objectives:
Promote Positive Training
C.L.A.S.S., through its evaluation, curriculum, and training
resources, advocates the use of reward-based training. Positive,
reward-based training minimizes the use of punishment and is
fun for you and your dog. C.L.A.S.S. promotes relationshipbased training, training in which the communication is two-way
and the mutual trust is strong. It is training that is instructive,
telling the dog, without anger or force, what you would like the
dog to do.
The human tendency is to notice and react when a dog (or
person!) is doing something we don’t like. Yet we would have
much better relationships if we rewarded a dog (or person!) for
doing things we do like. Help set your dog up for success by
giving feedback and rewards for behavior you like, and by
arranging the learning environment so that the behavior you
want is easily produced.

Signs That Your Dog May Already Have ‘Class’

-continued from page 2-

Positive, reward-based training does not mean that your
training is indulgent or without restraint. Clear boundaries and
rules still need to be set for our canine companions.

-continued on page 13-
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Proper Training Strengthens
Dog/Owner Relationships
dog trainer. Passing a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation is a testimony to the
life skills that a student and their dog have developed together.
Moreover, by using those skills in everyday situations, a dog
can become a well-behaved member of your household and a
welcome part of society.

-continued from page 12For one, dogs feel more secure with clear boundaries,
because they know what is expected of them. Two, boundaries
are necessary to maintain harmony in the human household.
With positive, reward-based training methods, those rules and
boundaries can be established without creating a confrontational
atmosphere.

Educate about Dog Behavior
A large component of C.L.A.S.S. is to educate pet owners
about dog behavior. Dogs are not furry little people, and problems
can arise when humans apply human characteristics to explain
dog behavior. Dog behavior is often misunderstood, and
countless myths have been perpetuated regarding their behavior.
Dogs should be studied and understood as a distinct species.

Strengthen Dog/Owner Relationships
A positive approach develops and safeguards harmonious
relationships by maintaining a mutual trust between dog and
student. By encouraging positive, rewards-based training, the
C.L.A.S.S. program strengthens relationships through effective
communication, understanding, and quality time spent together.

The more we understand dogs, the better relationships we
can have with them. In order to minimize confusion and strife, it
is important to know the facts based on scientific research. For

Effective communication is essential to any relationship.
Training helps a dog learn what we want him to do without
forcing him to do it. Dogs and humans are born speaking different
languages. When a dog is brought into a human household, it
is up to the human to communicate in a way the dog understands.
Similarly, dogs have an expressive and well-developed system
of body language to communicate. If we expect the dog to listen
to us, we should learn to listen to what the dog is telling us.

-continued on page 14-

The dog/student relationship is also strengthened through
shared activity. With positive, rewards-based training we spend
quality time with the dog, resulting in the dog learning so that
he has the social skills to spend more time with people.
Dogs are living, emotional beings who thrive on social
interaction; they require human attention to be well-adjusted,
not to mention to learn appropriate social behavior. A dog left
out alone in the yard is not only deprived of required human
attention and a sense of belonging but the skills needed to live
with humans, as dogs will do whatever works for them if left to
their own devices.

Our sincerest gratitude goes out to long-time
volunteer Jane Elliott for so much assistance to the
WHBR over the years.
If you visit our web page, that’s Jane’s work as she
tirelessly updates all elements of the site such as news,
the comings and goings of our dogs and overall design
plus she is a huge help with home visits and she still
finds time to serve as the Secretary of the WBHR
Foundation. We’d be lost without you, Jane!

Value Real-Life Skills
C.L.A.S.S. is about teaching and appreciating real-life,
practical skills, such as walking nicely on a leash, settling down,
meeting strangers, table manners, attention, and coming when
called, just to name a few. C.L.A.S.S. provides dog/student teams
the opportunity to have their skills evaluated by a professional
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Ongoing Training Has Many
Extra Benefits for Both
Owners and Their Dogs

Dog ‘Normal’ May Not be OK
-continued from page 13instance, most dogs aren’t behaving “badly” in a dog
sense; they are just using normal dog behaviors to
get their needs met or to resolve conflict. They use
those behaviors because it’s what they know, and from
a dog’s point of view, they usually work.

Dogs are continually learning with every behavior, so why
not use training to be proactive in what your dog learns? With
its emphasis on maintaining training skills, as well as advancing
to higher levels of training, the C.L.A.S.S. program supports
continual training.

Dogs do not feel guilty in the human sense of the
word since dogs do not think in terms of right and
wrong, but in terms of what works and what does not
work for them. Dog behavior is driven by doggy needs,
not human emotion or morals.

There are so many reasons to continue training with your
dog.
Training redirects your dog’s natural behaviors to acceptable
outlets

Canine Life and Social Skills is not just about
training our dogs; it is about training people, too!
Through the C.L.A.S.S. program, students can find
resources for learning about dog behavior, including
locating training professionals dedicated to advocating
dog-friendly techniques.

Training builds your dog’s behavioral repertoire:
The more acceptable behavior a dog learns, the less room
there is for undesirable behaviors
Training is fun for you and your dog
Training increases the odds that a dog will stay in the family
for its lifetime rather than be given up due to behavior issues
Having a well-trained dog makes its possible to engage in
many more activities such as:
Earning a C.L.A.S.S. certificate
Ongoing training classes
Dog sports and games
Animal-assisted therapy work
Outings and travel with your dog

2017
Calendars
Still
Available
There are still a few 2017 WBHR 2017 calendars
available and we’ve lowered the price to just $10 which
including postage!

Our dog training information
is courtesy of the Association
of Professional Dog Trainers.
Visit their website for more
details.

To order by mail just include a check for $10 made
payable to WBHR and mail to Holly at: WBHR, P.O. Box
2131, Cody, WY 82414. You can also contact Holly at
(307) 272-8089 or via email at: bassetrescue@tctwest.net

https://apdt.com
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Fall - 2015 Foundation Board Minutes
Wednesday, October 19, 2016

On Wednesday, October 19, 2016 at 12:30 pm Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Foundation (WBHRF) held a regular board
meeting. Those in attendance were Holly Moen, President and Treasurer, Vice President, Allen Moen, Heidi Rasmussen,
board member, and board member Luke NcNeely and Jane Elliott, Secretary, by conference call. Board member Frank Mallon
was absent.
Holly reviewed WBRHF’s financial status in the treasurer’s report. The SAFE account balance was almost unchanged at
$2,539.34. The online Paypal account had a balance of $189.98. The foundation’s regular checking account had a balance of
$399.51 and the Paypal checking account’s balance was $343.17. Holly talked about reccurring donations the foundation is
currently receiving and also stated that there would be one adoption fee coming in this week.
In Old Business, Holly reported that the bloodhound Duke had been adopted and there was finally a possible home for the
other bloodhound, Beau, in Montana. The basset mix Spot was also going to Montana to her new home. A brief discussion
followed on Beau’s issues.
Under New Business, Holly reported that one of the foundations adopter’s and donor, Marilyn Zilinski, had passed away.
Her husband had made a $500 donation in her memory. Also under new business, Holly stated that she and Allen had a garage
sale and donated $600 of the proceeds to the foundation.
In other New Business Holly reported on how the Pet-A-Palooza in Gillette went this year, and also gave an update on the
recent dogs that came into rescue from Dodge City, Kansas, all of which have now gone to new homes. All three of the dogs were
mixes and a contest was held through the Facebook site for people to guess what one of the dogs, Spot, was mixed with. The
contest raised $60 for the foundation.
Also under New Business, Holly reported that the 2017 calendars had been ordered and would be ready to sell by the end of
the month. Their cost would be $600. Also the Santa Pet Photo Shoot was scheduled for November 12 at the Tractor Supply
store in Cody. A brief discussion followed.
Jane and Holly reported on a new fundraising campaign that would take place in November from Jenny Johnstone-Smith on
her website “She Felt Fine Fiber Arts.” Jenny would be donating 20% of sales during the month of November to WBR and she
also had made a special basset wall hanging and donated it to the foundation. Discussion followed.
Jane brought up the topic of adoption fee changes that was tabled from the April meeting. Discussion followed over some of
the current problems that are arising with the adoption fees and it was decided to address the issue at the January meeting.
In a final item, Holly brought up for discussion the possibility of having two picnics in the future to give a better location for
people in the eastern and southern parts of the state to attend. No decision was made.
The next meeting is set for January 18, 2017. at 12:30 pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.
Jane Elliott
Secretary
Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Foundation
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For the love of a basset...

Show Your Love
and Support

Basset Hound Note Cards
There’s something brand new for you note writers from
WBHR - your choice of a 12-pack of cards featuring some of
our inspiring bassets and their stories. On the front is one of
our rescued bassets, the back highlights their story and the
inside is blank. The cards measure 5.5 inches wide and are
4.25 inches high.
There are two packs with Pack A featuring Nick, Toby,
Diamond and Cyndi and Pack B highlighting Chloe, Hugo,
Daisy and Ripley. Each pack has three cards of each basset and
are available at $15 per set which includes shipping. Please
note which pack you desire when ordering.

Iris Folding Greeting Cards
These beautiful cards are decorated with the iris paper folding technique.
Each card is blank inside and lined with white card stock. Designs include two
basset hounds, two poodles, two cats, a Scottie and a bulldog. The cost of the
cards is $4.75 each which includes postage and mailing envelope.

Charm Bracelets
These lovely handcrafted charm bracelets are available with either dog, cat or
horse charms and in a variety of colors. Each bracelet is $5. Shipping costs vary
depending on quantity of bracelets ordered. One, two or three bracelets ship for
$2.25 and four, five or six bracelets ship for $4.50. Shipping costs are added into
the total price. Order the quantity of bracelets you want and after we receive
your order we will contact you about what charms and colors you would like for
each bracelet.

‘Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound’
“Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound” was created after the life of Rocky the Rocket
basset hound. He was abandoned by his family in Wyoming and after a failed adoption, he
was adopted to his forever home in Montana. His master, Jim, simply adores Rocky and
Rocky adores Jim! Jim wrote this book about Rocky’s antics and adventures through the
eyes of Rocky. Rocky’s book is available for a donation to WBR (suggested donation $3.00) Format: ebook pdf - Length: 199 pages.
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Show Your Love
and Support

.....they light up our lives
WBHR Decals

Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Decals are 4" tall and 6" wide. They are suitable for
placement on outside windows and come with instructions to apply them. $6.00 each,
which includes shipping.

Basset Hound Dog Treat Cookbook
This cookbook is 8½” x 11" in size, with over 40 pages of great treat recipes
for your dog! The covers can also be personalized, such as “Toby’s Treats” and
they can also be made for other breeds, not just basset hounds. The cookbooks are
$20.00 including shipping. Personalized cookbooks are $23.00 (dog’s photo and
name). Order well in advance if a gift as they take four-to-six weeks to compile.

Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue T-Shirts
Three adult colors - Stone Blue or Cardinal Red (no L or XL in either color and no M
in blue) plus grey and ‘Texas Orange’. Shirts have ‘Opt to Adopt’ on front and the WBHR
logo on back. It’s $13 for sizes Small through X-Large and $14 for XX- and $15 for XXXLarge. We’ve even got youth shirts at only $11 in Cardinal Red (no S), Yellow Haze or
Indigo Blue in small (6-8) and medium (10-12). Postage is $2.50 per shirt.

Basset Hound Greeting Cards

‘Missing You’ Design
This is me.....

The basset pictured is Mena, who was rescued by an
animal sanctuary in Nebraska.

This is me.....

The back of each card tells her story to her new,
forever home. The pictures are of the front and inside,
right of each card.
These are high-quality, 5x7 cards, with a glossy finish
on the outside and a mat finish on the inside. The cost of
the cards, which includes envelopes, is $1.50 each with
an additional $.50 shipping per card for a total of cost of
$2 each.

......when you are near
I miss you...!
.....when you aren’t here

Great Gifts for All Basset Lovers!
For questions about any of these items, please email Holly at:
bassetrescue@tctwest.net
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To the following
people for all their
help since our last
newsletter, whether
with fostering,
transport or placing
bassets and
bloodhounds

307 Veterinary Care, Joan Adsit, Karin Auer,
Chalk Bluffs Vet Service, Sandy Church, Christy
and Randy Cleveland, Alden and Anna Kate
Donston, Jane Elliott, Teresa Fletcher, Teresa
Fondren, Four Paws Pet Boarding, Shannon
Gerdel, Chris and Patti Gross, John Henry
Country Kennel, Judy and Shauna Lumbardy,
Melissa Lyon, Keri Mann, Julie Mason,
Camilla McCullough, Molly and David Mehtala
(and kids!), Casey and Michael Mondle, Kevin
O’Hare, Kaitkin and Nathan Oress, Bree Osgood,
Preston Pilant, John and Fay Pondish, Marie and
Scott Puryear (and kids!), Ron and June Sargent,
Lee and Ashley Slehofer, DaNae and Gordon
Smith, Lauri and Douglas Sutton, Kathy and
Clayton Webster, and Bob Wirth.

“It is amazing what you can accomplish
if you do not care who gets the credit.”
Harry S. Truman
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Please contact Holly Moen
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
(307) 272-8089

Check out the website for some great information!

m/pages/Wyoming-Basset-Hound-Rescue/223096958572

Visit the WBHR on the Internet at:

http://www.wyom

