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Holly’s
‘Pause for
Paws’

It’s been a relatively quiet year with the intake of dogs. We took in a total of 17
hounds; six bloodhounds, nine basset hounds and two basset hound mixes. Our average
expenses were still over $540 per dog.
One basset hound, Howie, is a Forever Foster, due to a diagnosis of lymphoma when
we took him in. He was found wandering Casper Mountain and not claimed, so possibly
dumped because of his cancer. We still have Stella and Bronco in our Forever Foster
program, too.
We also helped with vet and food expenses for a basset hound whose owner was
temporarily in assisted living, but she is back home, so they have been together again
for several months now.
No matter how many dogs we have or don’t have, the volunteers are always at the
ready to help with transports, fostering and home visits.
The Amazon Smile program has brought in just over $286 due to you all thinking of
us when you shop from Amazon. Thank you!
All the donations have been awesome! Both monetary, donated merchandise for us to
sell and the donation of your time. Anyway someone can donate is greatly appreciated!
So as we go into another new year, please know that our board of directors and myself
-continued on page 3-

Waggin’ Tales is the official publication of the Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue organization and is distributed in January, April, July and October of each year.
WBHR Director: Holly Moen
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
Editor: Michael Ryan
thecondor@q.com
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Fido? Spot? Rover? Eat Your Heart Out as 2017’s
Top Doggie Names Aren’t Exactly ‘Old School’
Well, the figures are in and it’s a case of “same old, same old”
in regards to the top 10 names for dogs in 2017.

place in 2016 to eighth this time around. Bailey hung on to
ninth with Sophie falling from eighth into 10th.

The lists for both male and female names are basically identical
to the 2016 favorites with only a few minor changes along the
way.

According to Rover.com 53% of dog owners named their
pet after a movie, TV or book character or a celebrity. Other little
snippets showed Sydney as the top city name and Georgia as
the most popular state name.

Max and Bella topped the charts once again as the number
one name with Charlie and Lucy repeating in the number two
position. That’s when the subtleties, shall we say, set in.

Curious as to what your own name would be if you were a
dog? Have a little fun and go to https://www.rover.com/mydog-name/index.html.

Cooper and Buddy flip-flopped spots with the former now in
the number three slot. Jack and
Rocky remained as five and six
and then, on the male side at
least, the jumble really begins.

You simply enter you first name and your year of birth. The
database then matches the popularity ranking of your name
with the corresponding dog name number

Oliver vaulted into the top 10
in seventh place with Bear dropping into eighth. Duke was ninth
(down from eighth) and Tucker remained at number 10. Last
year’s number nine, Tucker, fell out of the rankings.

Pause for Paws
-continued from page 2-

As for the top female names all favorites from a year ago
remained on the list with just a couple of position swaps.

appreciate each and everyone of you. All of our
combined efforts help keep us going to help our
furry friends!

Daisy held onto the number three slot with Luna and Lola
trading places from last year in fourth and fifth. Molly and Sadie
likewise flipped spots with Sadie now in sixth and Molly slipping
to seventh.

Thank you and Happy New Year every one!

Holly

Maggie made the biggest impact as she jumped from 20th

WBHR Director

Top Dog Names for 2017
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Max
Charlie
Cooper
Buddy
Thank You,
Jack
Rocky
Oliver
Bear
Duke
Tucker

1. Bella
2. Lucy
3. Daisy
Jane!4.5. Luna
Lola
6. Sadie
7. Molly
8. Maggie
9. Bailey
10. Sophie

Thank You, Jane!
As always, ourmost sincerest gratitude to
Jane Elliott for maintaining our web page,
adding dogs, up-dating dogs as well as doing
home checks. WHBR really appreciates all
your help,hard work and dedication. We
would be lost without you!
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Glaucoma in Dogs Not as Rare as You Might
Think and Basset Hounds Are No Exception
referred to as primary glaucoma. The disease can also
occur as a complication of other conditions such as
trauma to the eye, inflammation, or pigment loss from
the iris. These cases are referred to as secondary
glaucoma. While the end effect may be the same, i.e.
elevation of intraocular pressure, the mechanism how
this happens is totally different. Please note that the
following addresses only primary glaucoma in the
basset hound.

Over the past year or so we’ve noticed an increase in
the number of basset hounds we’ve received afflicted
with glaucoma. This disease is far from rare in dogs and
bassets are definitely no exception.
So, let’s start with just what exactly is glaucoma in
dogs? For one thing, it’s really no different from the
same disease in humans.
Glaucoma is a disease that results in progressive
degeneration of the optic nerve and the retinal ganglion
cells. It is often triggered by elevated pressure inside
the eye, but this is not always the case. Glaucoma is a
common problem in many dog breeds, including the
basset hound.

Inside each eye, between the lens and the cornea, a
clear thick watery substance called aqueous humor is
produced by the cells of the eye. The function of this
watery substance is to nourish the eye tissues and to
keep the eye ball-shaped.

In dogs glaucoma is often associated with very high
intraocular pressure and while glaucoma drops may have
a positive effect, it is often not enough to reduce the
pressure to a safe level. In humans surgery may be used
in individuals where medication alone does not lower
the pressure enough, but these procedures do not work
well in dogs.

In glaucoma, however, the drainage and production
of aqueous humor is out of sync. In most cases, the
drainage angles become clogged, but the eye keeps
producing fluid, increasing the pressure in the eye.
The result? The eye stretches and becomes bigger.
Even short-term rises in this eye pressure can lead to

Glaucoma can arise seemingly by itself. This case is

-continued on page 5-
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In Severe Cases Blindness Can Occur in
As Little as Just 24 Hours
-continued from page 4irreversible damage if not detected and treated in a timely
manner.

Taking a Brief Look at the
Two Faces of Glaucoma

Glaucoma, if untreated, will lead to blindness. In serious
cases in which the eye pressure is extremely elevated, complete
blindness can occur in as little as just 24 hours. In milder
cases in which the pressure is less severe, blindness can still
occur slowly in weeks or months.

Although there are two types of glaucoma, bassets generally suffer from primary glaucoma
Glaucoma may be primary (inherited) or
secondary.
Primary glaucoma refers to the condition that
occurs as a result of genetics. It occurs in quite a
few breeds. In particular, Labrador Retrievers,
Basset Hounds, American Cocker Spaniels,
Beagles, and Shar Peis have a higher incidence of
dog glaucoma due to improper development of the
drainage angles.
Primary glaucoma causes an elevation of
pressure within the eye because of abnormal
drainage of fluid through the iridocorneal angle.
When the angle at which the iris and cornea join is
wide, the glaucoma is described as open angle. If
the base of the iris is pushed forward, the glaucoma
is described as narrow angle.

Diagnosing whether your dog has primary or secondary
glaucoma is important because the treatment needed and the
prognosis for vision is different for each type of glaucoma.
Veterinary ophthalmologists measure the intraocular pressure
(IOP) and use slit lamp biomicroscopy, indirect
ophthalmoscopy, and gonioscopy to determine the type and
cause of glaucoma in your pet.

As well, many of the terrier breeds are
predisposed to lens luxation. These breeds are also
prone to glaucoma because lens luxation can lead
to glaucoma.

Tonometry is measurement of IOP, and there are three basic
types of instruments (tonometers) that can be used to measure
IOP. Another device is a Schiotz tonometer; this is an
inexpensive stainless steel device, but is more difficult to use
in animals. Gonioscopy helps determine how predisposed the
remaining visual eye is to develop glaucoma when primary
glaucoma is present in the other eye–i.e. what is the risk level
of the remaining eye to develop glaucoma?

Secondary glaucoma refers to the condition that
is secondary to other eye diseases such as
inflammation within the eye, displacement of the
lens due to trauma, advanced cataracts, or eye
injuries such as a penetrating wound to the eye.

Gonioscopy involves placing a special contact lens
(“goniolens”) on the eye, which allows examination of the
drainage angle. Gonioscopy is usually performed under
sedation.

In addition, allergies and an overactive immune
system are also believed to contribute to glaucoma
in dogs.

5

Winter 2017 Vol. 14, No. 4

Nature of the Glaucoma Will
Determine the Treatments
Your veterinarian will prescribe multiple drugs to lower
the pressure within your dog’s eye and to get it into the normal
range as quickly as possible in an attempt to salvage vision.
Often, a dog will have a long-term condition that has gone
unnoticed or that has been misdiagnosed before the obvious
symptoms of glaucoma have become present. In such cases,
the optical nerve has been damaged beyond reparation and
surgery may be indicated.

Early Signs of Detection
Usually, early signs of the onset of
glaucoma can be easy to detect. Even if
your dog shows just one a veterinarian
should be contacted immediately.
Painful eye (squinting, pawing,
rubbing, tearing)
Dilated on unresponsive pupil
Cloudiness and/or swelling within the
cornea
Red, bloodshot eye
One eye seems larger or protrudes
more than the other
Because of the pressure in the eye, it
causes a lot of pain in the form of a
constant headache or migraine. We can
assume that the pain is more severe in
dogs than in humans because the eye
pressure in dogs can get much higher.
As a result, a dog with glaucoma is
usually lethargic, unwilling to move or
play. He may also have a poor appetite
and may show behavioral change - a
normally calm and gentle dog may
become irritable and grouchy.

There are different treatments depending on the exact
nature of the glaucoma. The fluid may be drained and the fluid
producing cells altered to stop fluid buildup within the eye.
This process, called cyclocryotherapy, uses cold temperatures
to kill the cells that produce intraocular fluid. If found early,
this procedure may slow down or stop further progression.
However, in most long term cases the eye will have to be
removed. The empty eye socket may be closed up permanently,
or the eye cavity can be filled with an orb, to keep the ocular
space filled.
Most dogs will adjust over time to the loss of their eye,
especially as they may have been losing their vision over a
period of time. Talk to your veterinarian about ways in which
you can help your dog to transition, and how you can help to
make its home and outdoor life easier without its sight. In
such cases, you will need to attend your dog when it is outdoors,
as it will be more vulnerable to other animals.
Living and Management
If the condition has been caught early enough and your
veterinarian is able to manage the condition, you will need to
revisit your veterinarian regularly to have the pressure within
the eye assessed and to monitor for drug interactions and
make changes as necessary. Your veterinary ophthalmologist
will examine the unaffected (or “good”) eye to determine its
risk of also developing glaucoma. Because more than 50
percent of dogs with primary glaucoma will develop
complications in their unaffected eye within 8 months,
preventative therapy should be done quickly.
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Our Own Kelvin Proves
To be a Dog of Many Hats

At home on the range

Kelvin models a WBHR cap

Kelvin is such a Cubs fan
he can hardly ‘bear’ it

4olly7

No, he’s not a ‘space cadet’,
but Kelvin has all the bases
covered in terms of aliens and NASA

Kelvin calls
Edgemont,
South Dakota
home
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Settled at Last? Dogs Are
Deemed Smarter than Cats
By Stanley Coren - Psychology Today

One easy way to start an argument is to announce that dogs are smarter than cats or vice versa. It seems that
everybody has an opinion of our most familiar pets, yet it seems that few people have actual data to base their
claim upon. However scientists have designed certain techniques and measures that may give us the definitive
answer.
Comparing the intelligence of animals of different species is difficult although there are certain tests and
problem sets that have proved to be useful. Making the tests equivalent, however, for say a dolphin that lives in
the water and a horse that lives on the land is obviously complicated and may prove to be virtually impossible. In
the case of dogs versus cats we also have a problem, since each are specialized to do different things. Dogs are
designed to be more efficient runners while cats have better ability at manipulating things with their paws.
Thus a test that involved pulling strings or operating levers would tend to favor a cat, while a test involving
moving from place to place, where speed is a measure of performance, would favor a dog.
Charles Darwin claimed, “Intelligence is based on how efficient a species became at doing the things they
need to survive,” and one might argue that by this definition all species that stay healthy, remain numerous and
avoid extinction are equally intelligent.
Because of such measurement problems, psychologists and biologists have looked for a technique for
assessing intelligence that doesn’t require specific tests or even the cooperation of the animals involved. It
starts with the argument that a bigger brain must be better since it allows more memory storage and faster
processing simply because it would have more neurons and connections. For example, a person with a brain
size of 1500 cm3 would have an average of 600 million more cortical neurons than a person with a brain size
of 1400 cm3. So the first guess might be that animals that have bigger brains must be smarter.
As a first comparison we see that humans have larger brains (averaging 1,400 grams) than dogs (averaging
72 grams) with the rhesus monkey falling in-between (at 97 grams), and this makes sense in terms of our
general impression of the relative intelligence of these species. However if we use brain weight alone we would
be forced to conclude that the elephant with its 6,000 gram brain is brighter than man, and that the super
geniuses of the earth are whales-for instance the sperm whale has a brain that averages 7,800 grams. The
problem is that larger animals have larger brains. They need to in order to control the movements of their
larger masses of muscles.
They also need a larger brain to process sensory information-for example every added square centimeter of
skin surface will need more cortical neurons to process the sense of touch, heat, cold and pain from that region
of the body.
In the late 1970’s the psychologist Harry J. Jerison developed an alternative measure that he called the
Encephalization Quotient or EQ. It is a mathematically sophisticated comparison of the actual brain weight of
-continued on page 11-

8

Winter 2017 Vol. 14, No. 4

Dogs Shown to Have
The Ability to Sense
‘Trustworthiness’
Dogs may not seem terribly bright when they’re chasing their
own tails, but in many ways they are clever creatures. In particular,
they are very socially aware, both of humans and of each other.

food was hidden in a container. But in the second round, they
pointed to an empty container. In the third round, the same
experimenter again pointed to the container with food. But now
the dog did not respond to the experimenter’s cue. That suggests,
says Takaoka, that the dogs could use their experience of the
experimenter to assess whether they were a reliable guide.

Many studies have reported that they can sense human
emotions. Recent research has found that they can tell the
difference between happy and angry faces, and even show jealousy.

After these rounds a new experimenter replicated the first round.
Once again, the dogs followed this new person with interest.

It now seems that they can sense when a person is
untrustworthy. Once a dog has decided a person is unreliable, it
stops following the cues they give. It’s been known for years that
dogs understand what it means when a human points at something.
If a dog’s owner points to the location of a ball, stick or food, the
dog will run and explore the location the person is pointing to.

Takaoka says she was surprised that the dogs “devalued the
reliability of a human” so quickly. “Dogs have more sophisticated
social intelligence than we thought. This social intelligence evolved
selectively in their long life history with humans.”

Research shows they are quick to figure out if these gestures
are misleading. In a study published in the journal Animal
Cognition, a team led by Akiko Takaoka of Kyoto University in
Japan presented 34 dogs with three rounds of pointing.

The next step, she adds, will be to test closely related species
such as wolves. This would then reveal the “profound effects of
domestication” on the social intelligence of dogs.
The study highlights that dogs like things to be predictable,

In the first round, the experimenters accurately pointed to where

-continued on page 10-

Speaking of
Intelligence
And the
Brain.....
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Are Dogs Capable of Being
Optimists or Pessimists?

Dogs and Trusting Humans
-continued from page 9-

Does your dog think the water dish is half empty? Research
from the University of Sydney shows evidence that dogs can be
distinctly optimistic or pessimistic. Just like humans, optimistic
canines have a distinctly sunnier outlook on life, while pessimistic
pups are likely to expect the worst.
The dogs were trained to touch a target after hearing one of
two tones —two octaves apart —to receive a drink. One tone
meant they’d receive milk, a reward, while the other just meant
they’d get water. Once they’d learned what those tones meant,
they were presented with new tones in-between the “milk” and
“water” pitch.
If a dog kept happily hitting the target through these ambiguous
tones, the researchers claim, it’s probably because it was hopeful
that one of them would lead to a reward. On the other hand, the
researchers report, the “pessimistic” dogs grew distressed when
ambiguous tones didn’t result in milk, and avoided repeating the
task.
This study is really meant as a proof-of-concept for a sort of
doggy personality test—one that could help determine the best
service dogs for particular tasks. The researchers found that
pessimistic dogs, for instance, were doing better in their training
to be guide animals for the disabled. They were careful and anxious
about taking risks. But a persistent, optimistic dog might do a
better job in search-and-rescue missions.
Marc Bekoff, an author and professor emeritus at University of
Colorado who wasn’t involved in the study, was hesitant to call
the dogs who gave up “pessimists.”
“The paradigm of the study is great —most dog studies use 10
dogs or so, and this has 40 dogs of all different breeds and ages.
And it’s possible that these dogs were pessimists —but maybe
they just gave up,” Bekoff said.
In other words, maybe the dogs who stopped looking for milk
that would never come were just realists. To track down a
pathologically pessimistic pup, Bekoff suggested, one might see if
a failure during the milk and water task led them to be less interested
in unrelated reward-based experiments.
But Bekoff has no doubt that dogs possess these personality
differences, and he thinks the test is an intriguing attempt to assess
the traits. “Especially in dogs who are abused early on, you
definitely see animals who just really won’t work that hard to get
love or affection, having failed before,” Bekoff said. “I think it’s
perfectly legitimate to say that there are optimistic and pessimistic
dogs —and that you can change their behavior.”

10
5

says John Bradshaw of the University of Bristol in the
UK, who was not involved with the research.
As soon as events in their lives become irregular
they will look for alternative things to do. And if they
consistently don’t know what’s going to happen next
they can get stressed, aggressive or fearful, he adds.
“Dogs whose owners are inconsistent to them often have
behavioral disorders.”
This last part of the experiment can be explained by
the fascination dogs have with anything new: “Dogs are
almost information junkies”, says Bradshaw, so a new
experimenter is “trusted” once more.
The finding comes as no surprise to dog owner
Victoria Standen. She owns a collie which is considered
to be among the most intelligent breeds. When out for
a walk, the collie will sit at the point of a junction and
wait to see which way to go. “I’ve taken to pointing which
direction and after she looks that way, she looks back
to me to check it’s okay to run off,” says Standen.
What’s more, if a stranger has proven to be
unreliable (and not a food source) her dog is less likely
to trust them. It has become increasingly clear that
dogs are more intelligent than was once believed, but
their intelligence is very different to ours, says
Bradshaw.
“Dogs are very sensitive to human behavior but they
have fewer preconceptions,” he says. “They live in the
present, they don’t reflect back on the past in an abstract
way, or plan for the future.” And when they encounter a
situation, he adds, they will react to what’s there “rather
than thinking deeply about what that entails”.
Dogs then, are clearly not mindlessly listening to
us when we gesture which this study provides more
evidence for, says Brian Hare who is chief scientific
officer at Dognition.
“They evaluate the information we give them based
in part on how reliable it is in helping them accomplish
their goals. Many family dogs, for instance, will ignore
your gesture when you point incorrectly and use their
memory to find a hidden treat,” adds Hare.
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‘Social’ Nature of Dogs
Gives Them a Boost in
Vital EQ Index Factor
-continued from page 8an animal compared to the expected brain mass for that animal’s
body size. This compensates for the fact that bigger animals tend
to have bigger brains and basically shifts the question to one of
whether the animal has a larger or smaller brain size than what we
would expect for an animal with its body mass.
Based on the encephalization quotient, the brightest animals
on the planet are humans, followed great apes, porpoises, and
elephants. The dog is close behind elephants in its EQ. Descending
down the list we find cats lower than dogs, followed by horses,
sheep, mice, rats and rabbits. As a general
rule, animals that hunt for a living (like
canines) are smarter than strict vegetarians
(you don’t need much intelligence to
outsmart a leaf of lettuce).
Another factor is that appears to be very
important is how social the animals are.
Animals that live in social groups are always
smarter and have large EQ’s than solitary
animals. This is because social animals must
engage in problem solving every time they
interact with another animal in the group.
This involves reasoning like “If I do this,
then he’ll do that, so I can do that other
thing.”
This means that the social chimpanzees
are smarter than the solitary orangutan. This
piece of data is also consistent with the fact
that dogs are more intelligent than cats, since
dogs are much more social animals than cats,
and interaction in packs often involves
complex rituals and behaviors.
However a real surprise occurs in some
recent data at Oxford University. They
wondered about whether there had been
evolutionary changes in the Encephalization Index. For example, when we
domesticate animals, especially a companion animal like a dog, we are placing new
demands upon it. Some of these demands
are social in nature, such as understanding

-continued from page 3-

human communication gestures and words. Dogs are subjected to
more of this pressure than are cats. Thus it might be expected that
dogs would show a greater rise in their EQ than cats.
This was verified by the Oxford researchers using 511 different
samples ranging from extinct species only available as fossils, up
through current living examples. Thus it appears that based on
their EQ dogs are becoming progressively more intelligent over
time while cats have remained at much the same level of mental
ability that they had when we first domesticated them. This means
that not only are dogs smarter than cats, but the gap between the
species is increasing over time.

Passing over the
Rainbow Bridge

In Loving Memory.......
Teresa and Brad said a sad farewell to
Rufus (10/11) on July 1 in Rock Springs
Dahlia (9 1/2 ) left the Great Falls
household of Jona and Bob on Nov. 18
deeply saddened
Christine bid a last goodbye to Daisy (10)
on Oct. 24 in Field, British Columbia
Hugo (141/2) will be greatly missed by Pat
and Scott in Laurel, MT after passing
away on Dec. 18

If you have lost a special friend and would
like them listed in this section please contact WBHR Director Holly Moen per the
information on page 2.
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Fall Foundation Board Minutes
Wednesday, October 18, 2017

On Wednesday, October 18, 2017, at 12:30 p.m. the Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Foundation (WBHRF) held a regular
board meeting. Those in attendance were Holly Moen, President and Treasurer, Allen Moen, Vice President and Heidi
Rasmussen, board member., Jane Elliott, secretary, and Frank Mallon, board member, attended by conference call. Board
member Luke McNeely was absent.
Holly reviewed WBRHF’s financial status in the Treasurer’s report. The SAFE account had a recent deposit to bring it
back up to $2,538.11. The Foundation’s online PayPal account’s balance was $112.98, the PayPal checking account has a
balance of $1,450.41, and the regular checking account is currently at $298.33. Holly discussed some recent donations made
to help the Foundation’s finances.
In Old Business, Holly stated that the 2018 calendar sales were moving along with 56 of the 150 calendars being sold so
far. A push would be made through Facebook to sell more of them. The Foundation’s cost for the calendars remained the same
as last year.
In other Old Business, Holly reported that the recent quilt/blanket raffle was a great success with $620 made before
shipping expenses.
Finally under Old Business, Holly followed up with an update that Heidi had been added as a signer on the checking
account. She also stated that the account’s debit card accumulated rewards points and she would be using them to purchase
another kennel pad for foster homes to use.
Under New Business, Holly discussed the Santa Photo Shoot to be held on November 11 in Cody at Tractor Supply.
Discussion followed on the event.
Holly reported on recent adoptions and additions. Since July; Alfredo, Winston, Norman, Ellie, Tucker and Max had all
been adopted out. There is currently only one dog in rescue, Archie. In addition, there are three dogs in the Forever Foster
program due to health problems; Howie, Bronco and Stella.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
Jane Elliott
Secretary
Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Foundation
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Wow, Have We Got a Deal for
You on WBHR Calendars!
You could say that Christmas is coming early (or just a
little late, depending upon your point of view) as WBHR is
currently offering a special two-for-one deal on the official
2018 calendar.
So, if you were tardy in placing your order, you’re in
luck; not only do we
have some remaining, but
we’ve decided to make
this special offer so you
can avoid missing out
plus grab an extra or two
for friends (or perhaps to cover that embarrassing situation
of receiving a gift from someone you did not shop for!).
We’ve even sweeten the deal by not increasing postage
costs.

A big ‘Thank You’ to
Lindsay Lohrenz of
L3 Creative Design and Marketing
for developing our calendar!

Just send a check for $16.25 payable to WBHR and mail
to P.O. Box 2131, Cody, WY 82414. You can contact Holly at
(307) 272-8089 or email: wybassetrescue@gmail.com.

Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

Westside Animal Hospital

631 S. Ash Street
Casper
(307) 472-5600
Drs. Doug and Laura Johannessen

3025 Ft. Sanders Road
Laramie
(307) 742-6042
Dr. Christa Branch and
Dr. Amanda Van Pelt

2314 Dell Range Blvd.
Cheyenne
(307) 632-6392
Dr. Holly LeBeau

2001 Buckskin Dr.
Gillette
(307) 682-2001
Stacy Geer

Mountain View Pet Spa
Pets Are People, Too!

Camelot Pet Castle

830 Skyline Road
Laramie
(307) 745-7341
Dr. David Evertson and Dr. Dana Petersen, Owners

256 S. Douglas
Powell
(307) 754-9393
Dr. Teri Oursler
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260 Crescent Dr.
Mills
(307) 472-7297
Sherri Johnson, Owner
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When It Comes to
Bonding, the
‘Eyes’ Have It
Dogs are called “man’s best friend”— women’s, too— and scientists say the bond
between people and their pooches may be deeper than you might think.
Researchers in Japan have discovered that oxytocin, a hormone that among other things helps
reinforce bonds between parents and their babies, increases in humans and their dogs when they interact,
particularly when looking into one another’s eyes.
They described a series of experiments that suggest that people and their canine companions have mutually developed this
instinctual bonding mechanism in the thousands of years since dogs were first domesticated.
Sometimes called the “love hormone,” oxytocin is made in a brain structure called the hypothalamus and secreted from the pituitary
gland. It is involved in emotional bonding, maternal behavior, child birth, breast-feeding, sexual arousal and other functions.
“Oxytocin has many positive impacts on human physiology and psychology,” said Takefumi Kikusui, a veterinary medicine
professor at Japan’s Azabu University, whose research was published in the journal Science.
In one experiment, dogs were put in a room with their owners. The researchers tracked their interaction and measured oxytocin
levels through urine samples. People whose dogs had the most eye contact with them— a mutual gaze— registered the largest
increases in oxytocin levels. The dogs also had an oxytocin spike correlating with that of their owner.

Hooray, I’ve Got a Home!
Since our last newsletter these bassets
have found their ‘Forever Home’
Tucker won’t be tired out from playing with Tristan in
Green River
Kathy in Billings will be going all out for Max to make
him a good home
There are no losers in Casper thanks to Deb and Clayton
making a home for Winner
Archie is getting a lot of love and sugar, sugar from
Marla and Monte in Plentywood, MT

The researchers conducted a similar experiment with wolves,
close relatives of dogs, and found that no such thing happened
despite the fact that the wolves had been raised by the people.
In another experiment, the researchers sprayed oxytocin into
dogs’ noses and put them in a room with their owners as well as
people the dogs did not know. With the female dogs, and not the
males, this increased the mutual gazing between dogs and their
owners and also led to an oxytocin increase in the owners.
“I personally believe that there is a tight bond between the
owner and dogs,” Kikusui said.
“I have three standard poodles. I strongly feel the tight bonding
with these dogs. Actually, I participated in the experiment, and my
oxytocin boosted up after the eye gaze, like 300 percent,” Kikusui
added.
The study involved dogs of various breeds and ages including
the miniature schnauzer, golden retriever, border collie, Labrador

retriever, Shiba Inu, standard poodle, beagle and others.
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WBHR Development Fund

$1-25
Baxter and Fannie
Robert and Kerstin Bult
Gunder and Carole Hansen
In memory of Newton
In memory of Teton and Sherlock
Susan Kostenbauer
Jeff and Ashley Lang
Joe Michaels (for Roxi and Molly)
Larry and Janette Richards
$26-99
Anonymous - 2
Mike and Teresa Bares Family
Nathan and Thea Bryce
Roz Cummings
Rex and Pat Leaman
Pat and Paula McKenzie
Lindsay Musgrave
Jerry and Judy Scheafer
Harley Williams

$100-249
James and Elaine Alsop
Anonymous - 2
Fred and Shirley Bell
Deb and Clayton Black
Claudine and George Dillman
Richard Hillegas and Lorie
Hebert-Hillegas
Sharon Kettle
Mr. Blue
Larry and Regina Sortor
David, Tracey and Kylee Stai and
Tilly and Sadie
Patty Thompson
$250-499
Anonymous
In memory of Pookie
Joe and Andrea Kenney (in
memory of Petey)
Holly and Allen Moen
Constance Ryan-McKenna
Casey and Michael Mondle
Judy and Shauna Lumbardy
Sally and Edward Vine
Amy Speakman
Karolyn Chambers
Crystal and Gary Goeden

$250-499 - Continued
Fay and John Pondish
Lorraine Reiner
Bob Wirth (for Molly, Mary Jane
and Diego)
$500+
Nyal and Susie Q. Walker in
memory of Mrs. Nell Walker
Rocky Mountain Casing
Crews, Inc.
Matt Fredericksen-England
Helen and Michael Ryan
Heidi and Brock Rasmussen
John Minium
Stephanie and Jorge Oneto
Betty and Pete Fitzloff
June and Floyd Hill (in
memory of Butch Bassity)
Jane Elliott

Thank You to All Our Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR
Powell Veterinary Service

522 So. Division
(307) 754-3034
Dr. Lyle Bischoff, Dr. David Asay
and Dr. Bryan Neves

1247 County Lame 14
(307) 347-2358

Worland
Dr. Steven Tharp

200 E. Lakewood Road
Gillette
(307) 682-1507
Dr. Marshall Kohr,
Dr. Darren Lynde

510 College Meadows Dr.
Sheridan
(307) 674-4111
Dr. Peter Pelissier Dr. Christian
Newton, Dr. Amber Ingersoll

Animal Clinic of Billings

1650 Commercial Lane
Sheridan
(307) 672-5533
Dr. Mark Schreiber

1420 10th Street West
(406) 252-9499
Dr. Ken Brown, Dr. Darleen
Miller, Dr. Anne Ball
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Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

207 S. Douglas
Gillette (307) 696-2525

Four Paws Boarding & Daycare

Dr. Gary Gotfredson,
Dr. Valerie Warmuth,
Dr. Nicole Cressey,
Dr. Allie Sowerwine

2060 Fairgrounds Road
Casper (307) 333-6694
Preston Pliant

2340 W. Broadway
Idaho Falls, ID
(208) 522-2557

Meiners Animal Clinic
220 Krebs Dr.
Rapid City, SD (605) 343-5089
Dr. Mary Buhman, Dr. Sheila MacLaughlin

Dr. Luke Gillespie, Dr. Sherry Grisham-Cushing

Buffalo Veterinary Clinic

5524 Greybull Highway
Cody
(307) 587-3151

120 U.S. Highway 16 East
Dr. Kurt Walters
(307) 684-2851

Riverbend Vet Hospital

3155 CY Avenue
Casper
(307) 234-7333
Dr. Richard Schwahn, Dr. Tangney Gray-Dockham,
Dr. Angela O’Hearn

240 S. Riverbend Road
Douglas
(307) 358-4910
Dr. William Root
93 W. Richards St.
Douglas
(307) 358-3231
Drs. Don, Maxwell and Dean
Smylie, Dr. Amanda Ahrens

3740 E. Lincolnway
Cheyenne
(307) 635-4121
Dr. Christopher Church

1439 Stillwater Ave. - Suite 3
Cheyenne (307) 775-0577

Dr. Scott Moore

600 W. Antler Drive
Casper
(307) 265-4333
Dr. Sammie Redding

Dr. Raven Novak
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Can You Provide a ‘Forever Home’ for Me?

This is Archibald, the newest arrival to WBHR, on September 25th. Archie came
to us, via an area vet clinic, as an unclaimed stray, so we picked a name for him. The
vet clinic tried for over a week to find his family before contacting us, but no one
recognized him or came forward to claim him. He didn’t have a collar with tags or a
microchip to help in the efforts either.
The vet clinic guesses Archie to be around 8 years old. Archie has now been
neutered, brought current on his vaccinations and even had his teeth cleaned. We
also had a microchip implanted for help with any possible future escapes! Archie
weighs close to 50 pounds, is great with little kids and other dogs. He is housetrained
and hasn’t had a single accident at his foster home. Archie lets his foster family
know when he needs to go outside. He sleeps well and eats well and loves attention,
plus his morning biscuit!

Archie

PENDING

Archie is currently on “trial” at a new home. If you are
interested in him please check our website in January.

Current Residence: Plentywood, MT
This is Tessa, an approximately 2 ½ year old female bloodhound, who is looking
for her home. Tessa was recently spayed, is current on her vaccinations, is
heartworm negative and is microchipped. Tessa is housetrained. She currently
lives in a foster home with two male dogs and gets along well with their two male
dogs.
Tessa is still in puppy mode, so she doesn’t always pick up on social cues right
away from the foster home’s dogs that they don’t want to play ALL the time. Her
foster home says redirecting her attention has worked very well in these situations.
They are also working on basic manners with Tessa. She knows “sit” and is learning
more each day. She is getting more work on walking on a leash.
Tessa is crate trained, too. She hasn’t chewed up anything in her foster home
and she has very rarely barked or howled. She also is not food aggressive. She
loves attention and if she gets spooked by anything, she responds well to hearing
her foster family’s voice and being encouraged. Her only dislike is baths!

Tessa

Current Residence: Casper
If you would like more information on adopting or fostering any of these bassets,
please contact Holly (307)272-8089 or email at wybassetrescue@gmail.com
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For the love of a basset...

Show Your Love
and Support

Basset Hound Note Cards
There’s something brand new for you note writers from
WBHR - your choice of a 12-pack of cards featuring some of
our inspiring bassets and their stories. On the front is one of
our rescued bassets, the back highlights their story and the
inside is blank. The cards measure 5.5 inches wide and are
4.25 inches high.
There are two packs with Pack A featuring Nick, Toby,
Diamond and Cyndi and Pack B highlighting Chloe, Hugo,
Daisy and Ripley. Each pack has three cards of each basset and
are available at $15 per set which includes shipping. Please
note which pack you desire when ordering.

Iris Folding Greeting Cards
These beautiful cards are decorated with the iris paper folding technique.
Each card is blank inside and lined with white card stock. Designs include two
basset hounds, two poodles, two cats, a Scottie and a bulldog. The cost of the
cards is $3 each or two for $5 which includes the mailing envelope. Postage is
75 cents per card.

WBHR Caps
The caps, donated by John Minium, are fully adjustable, cotton outside and
mesh inner lining and come in four colors. Kelvin is modeling the dusk cap, but
they also come in khaki, chamois and coral. The cost of the cap is $25 which
includes postage.
Thanks to John’s donation, 100 percent of the proceeds from the caps goes
into our fund for medical services.

‘Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound’

“Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound” was created after the life of Rocky the Rocket
basset hound. He was abandoned by his family in Wyoming and after a failed adoption, he
was adopted to his forever home in Montana. His master, Jim, simply adores Rocky and
Rocky adores Jim! Jim wrote this book about Rocky’s antics and adventures through the
eyes of Rocky. Rocky’s book is available for a donation to WBR (suggested donation $3.00) Format: ebook pdf - Length: 199 pages.
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.....they light up our lives

Show Your Love
and Support

WBHR Decals
Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Decals are 4" tall and 6" wide. They are suitable for
placement on outside windows and come with instructions to apply them. $6.00 each,
which includes shipping.

Basset Hound Dog Treat Cookbook
This cookbook is 8½” x 11" in size, with over 40 pages of great treat recipes
for your dog! The covers can also be personalized, such as “Toby’s Treats” and
they can also be made for other breeds, not just basset hounds. The cookbooks are
$20.00 including shipping. Personalized cookbooks are $23.00 (dog’s photo and
name). Order well in advance if a gift as they take four-to-six weeks to compile.

Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue T-Shirts
Three adult colors - Grey, Texas Orange, Stone Blue or Cardinal Red, but we have
limited supplies of the latter two. Shirts have ‘Opt to Adopt’ on front and the WBHR logo
on back. It’s $14.75 for sizes Small through X-Large and $15.75 for 2XL-3XL. We even
have youth shirts at only $11 in Cardinal Red, Yellow Haze or Indigo Blue (limited numbers
of yellow and blue) in small (6-8) and medium (10-12). Postage is $3.50 per shirt.

Basset Hound Greeting Cards

‘Missing You’ Design
This is me.....

The basset pictured is Mena, who was rescued by an
animal sanctuary in Nebraska.

This is me.....

The back of each card tells her story to her new,
forever home. The pictures are of the front and inside,
right of each card.
These are high-quality, 5x7 cards, with a glossy finish
on the outside and a mat finish on the inside. The cost of
the cards, which includes envelopes, is $1.50 each with
an additional $.50 shipping per card for a total of cost of
$2 each.

......when you are near
I miss you...!
.....when you aren’t here

Great Gifts for All Basset Lovers!
For questions about any of these items, please email Holly at:
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
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WBHR Merchandise
Make Great Gifts

Vol. 8, No. 2 Fall/Winter 2011

Fall/Winter 2011 Vol. 8, No. 2

To the following
people for all their
help since our last
newsletter, whether
with fostering,
transport or placing
bassets and
bloodhounds

es
F ost er H o m
n ce
tion Assista
Transporta
onations
Monetary D
ats
Doggie Tre
Assistance
Veterinary
cates
Gift Certifi
Applicable

Kayla Anderson, Clayton & Deb Black,
Cathy Corbin, Jane Elliott, Teresa Fletcher,
Teresa Fondren, Kathy Hooper, Cindy Larsen,
Judy Lumbardy,

t
Don’t forge
e
r w b site
to check ou
s
for donation
via Pay Pal!

Melissa Lyon, Keri Mann, Julie Mason,
Kathy Pfaffinger, Breanna Thomas, Edward &
Sally Vine and Bob Wirth

“It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the
credit.”
Harry S. Truman

Please contact Holly Moen
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
(307) 272-8089

Happy New Year
from WBHR!
Best Wishes to
Everyone and Their
Furry Friends!

om/pages/Wyoming-Basset-Hound-Rescue/223096958572

20

Visit the WBHR on the Internet at:

http://www.wy

