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Volunteers Are the Life Blood of the
WBHR
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I really want to dedicate this section this time to all
of the wonderful volunteers who help WBHR.  Each
and every one of you are who make up this Rescue and
all of you are part of WBHR.

We have so many different levels of where people
help.  There is this newsletter that Michael and Helen
do.  Most of you have heard me talk about Jane, who
designed our web page years ago and she keeps all the
items current on it.  She adds and removes the dogs up
for adoption, as well as on Pet Finder, too.

Sylvia and Wes compose our annual calendar every
year.  Judy posts nearly all of the items on our WBHR
Facebook page.  Kennedy and I post things from time to
time as well.

There are all of you out there on Facebook who
share our photos, share our requests for transport
help and share our requests for foster homes.  Then
there are all of you who do transports for us and who
foster for us.   There are you who do home visits, too.
And some of you do more than one of these things.

We can’t forget all of you who donate to us
throughout the year.  We have monetary donations and
we have donations of items to sell to raise funds for the
rescued basset hounds and bloodhounds.

There are those of you who make things for us to
sell.  And so many of you help by donating your time at
our fundraisers we have, too.  These donations are all
so needed!  There really is a place for everyone.

And we can’t forget our board of directors.  Frank,
Heidi, Jane, Allen and Luke.  We appreciate your dedi-

-continued on page 3-

 

 

Marilyn Zilinski

By Holly Moen

The WBHR lost a near and
dear friend and supporter in Marilyn
Zilinski who sadly passed away in
mid-July after a courageous battle with cancer.

-continued on page 3-

Marilyn and her husband, John, helped WBHR on so many
levels over the years.  They did home visits, they fostered, they
helped with transports and they helped other adopters to
understand the quirks of the basset hound and how they, like
us, are all different.  Marilyn and John also attended picnics
over the years and were financial supporters every month.

Marilyn and John first contacted WBHR in July of 2010,
inquiring to
adopt Speedy.
They’d seen him
when he was
first posted for
adoption, but
then he was off

the web page, as he was adopted in June.  But when Speedy
came back to WBHR, they sent us an email and adopted him
shortly after.

A month later, the same thing happened.  They were looking
to adopt Stella, but she was off our web page before they could
ask.  But as luck would have it for the Zilinskis (and Stella!),
Stella came back to us and they adopted her in September, 2010.

‘Both WBHR and I will never forget
her sparkling smile and willingness

to help these awesome hounds.’
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WBHR
Development

Fund
$1-25
Baxter and Fannie
Robert and Kerstin Bult
Gunder and Carole Hansen
In memory of Newton
In memory of Teton and Sherlock
Susan Kostenbauer
Jeff and Ashley Lang
Joe Michaels (for Roxi and Molly)
Lorraine Reiner
Larry and Janette Richards

$26-99
Anonymous - 2
Mike and Teresa Bares Family
Nathan and Thea Bryce
Roz Cummings
Rex and Pat Leaman
Pat and Paula McKenzie
Lindsay Musgrave
Stephanie and Jorge Oneto
Jerry and Judy Scheafer
Harley Williams
Bob Wirth (for Molly, Mary Jane and Diego)

$100-249
James and Elaine Alsop
Anonymous - 2
Fred and Shirley Bell
Deb and Clayton Black
Claudine and George Dillman
Jane Elliott
Betty and Pete Fitzloff
Richard Hillegas and Lorie Hebert-Hillegas
Floyd and June Hill
In memory of Butch Bassity
Sharon Kettle
John Minium
Mr. Blue
Heidi and Brock Rasmussen
Larry and Regina Sortor
David, Tracey and Kylee Stai and Tilly and Sadie
Patty Thompson

$250-499
Anonymous
In memory of Pookie
Joe and Andrea Kenney (in memory of Petey)
Holly and Allen Moen
Michael and Helen Ryan
Constance Ryan-McKenna

$500
Nyal and Susie Q. Walker in memory of Mrs. Nell Walker
Rocky MountainCasing Crews, Inc.

 

cation and input to help improve and watch over WBHR at each
quarterly meeting.

So if you, or someone you know, want to help, but you don’t
know where or how, check out some of the above areas or let us
know about something new!  We’re always open for new ideas
and ways to help these great dogs find their new, forever homes.
In the coming year, we hope to approach applying for grants.
We have an application in for one now and we will find out in
October if we are chosen.

Volunteers are priceless.  Your talents and time are priceless.
It starts with all of you and you all make up the success in each
of these deserving hounds finding their forever home!

Thank you!

WBHR Director Holly

-continued from page 2-
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Remembering Marilyn Zilinski
-continued from page 2-

Abby came into their home at the end of January, 2012, shortly
after the passing of Speedy.  She started as a foster, but she
never left!

Cash was a foster of theirs who got adopted in June, 2013,
but he came back to WBHR and they fostered him again, but he,
too, never left.  Marilyn told me several times that they loved
being the second chance home for these returned bassets.  That
she and John were the lucky ones.

Marilyn fought off cancer in late 2014, but it came back with
a vengeance in late May of this year and wouldn’t let go.  Marilyn
crossed the Rainbow Bridge on July 16, 2016 to be with Speedy
and their pre-WBHR basset, Paisley.

Marilyn is genuinely missed more than we know, by John,
Stella, Abby and Cash.  She was a wonderful friend to me.  Both
WBHR and I will never forget her sparkling smile and willingness
to help these awesome hounds.  Rest in peace, Marilyn.  Your
time here was much too short.  All the WBHR bassets who passed
before you, now have the best guardian angel possible!
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Current Residence: Casper

Lolly

Mention Addison’s disease and the chances are you’ll probably  hear
about someone’s relative who was afflicted; not so common, though, is a tale
of a beloved pet contracting the disease, but it happens more than you might
imagine.

So, just what is Addison’s?

Basically, the disease centers on a pair of hormones.  Mineralocorticoids
and glucocorticoids are hormones normally produced by the adrenal glands,
which are located near the kidneys. Both of these hormones are critical to the
healthy functioning of the body, and an abnormal increase or decrease of
either of these hormones can lead to serious health problems if not addressed
in time.

Hypoadrenocorticism is characterized by a deficient production of
glucocorticoids and/or mineralocorticoids. Deficient production of both these
hormones can cause a number of symptoms like weakness, dehydration, low
blood pressure, depression, heart toxicity, vomiting, blood in feces, and weight
loss.

If you  spot any of the noted symptoms you will need to give your
veterinarian a thorough history of your dog’s health and onset of symptoms.
Your veterinarian will perform a thorough physical exam on your dog, including
routine laboratory tests, a complete blood count, biochemistry profile, and
urinalysis.

The complete blood count may reveal anemia, an abnormally high number
of eosinophils (a type of white blood cells that readily stains with eosin dye),
and an increased number of lymphocytes (also a type of white blood cell)

Addison’s Disease Can
Impact Your Pet as Well

 

 

Lethargy
Lack of appetite
Vomiting
Weight Loss
Diarrhea
Shaking
Increased urination
Increased thirst
Depression
Dehydration
Weak pulse
Collapse
Low temperature
Blood in feces
Hair loss
Painful abdomen

Common Symptoms

called (lymphocytosis).

Serum biochemistry testing may reveal an abnormally
higher level of potassium, and an accumulation in the blood
of urea - nitrogenous waste products that are usually
excreted out of the body through the urine (azotemia). Other
findings include lower levels of sodium (hyponatremia) and
chloride (hypochloremia), increased levels of calcium
(hypercalcemia), increased liver enzymes, including ALT
and AST, and low blood sugar (hypoglycemia).

The urinalysis may reveal a low concentration of urine.
The definitive test for diagnosing this condition is by
detecting the levels of cortisol in the body. Normally the
adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) is produced by the
pituitary gland, which then stimulates the adrenal glands
to release their hormones. ACTH can be injected into the
body to test the normal response functions of the adrenal
glands.

-continued on page 5-
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Since our last newsletter these bassets
have found their ‘Forever Home’

Hooray, I’ve Got a Home!  

Dahlia is far from blue in her new home with Jona and Bob
     in Great Falls, MT
Things were just meant to be for Toby in Billings, MT
     with his new mom, Marilyn
Barb and Dan think they have a lulu in Penny Lou in Cody
Butch looks to see the sun dance in Gillette with Kaitlin
     and Nathan
Daisy seems to be flowering in Three Forks, MT with
     Camille and Jeremy
Deb and Clay in Casper have a real gem in Gemma
Active Tucker figures to “tucker out” Joni and Greeg in
     his new digs in Manhattan, MT
 Hailey (now Molly) is zipping around like a comet with
     Denise and Janis in Lovell

Jeter won’t be making a short stop with Jill and Glenn in
     Sidney, MT
Twilight (now Shyla) is already “in the zone” in Reed Point,
     MT with Merry.

If your dog’s adrenal glands do not show an increase in the
release of hormones after being given ACTH, then the diagnosis
of hypoadrenocorticism will be confirmed. Visual diagnostic
procedures, like X-ray and ultrasound, may reveal smaller than
normal adrenal glands.

A sudden and severe (acute) episode of hypoadrenocorticism
is a medical emergency requiring immediate hospitalization and
intensive therapy. The treatment for this disease depends on
the type and severity of symptoms. Humans with low bodily
fluids are given intravenous fluids to replace the deficient fluid
levels, but the cornerstone of therapy is to supplementally replace
the deficient hormones. Dogs that have been diagnosed with
this condition need to be treated with hormone injections for the
rest of their lives.

In case of an acute episode of hypoadrenocorticism, your
dog will need immediate treatment due to life-threatening
symptoms. After the initial recovery, your veterinarian will
calculate the dose that will balance your dog’s hormone
deficiency. The dose of these hormones may need to be increased
occasionally, especially during periods of stress like travel,

-continued from page 4-

Hormone Injections Become
Necessary for Rest of Pet’s Life

hospitalization, and surgery. Do not alter the brand or dose of
hormone that has been prescribed without first consulting your
veterinarian.

After the initial hormone replacement, you will need to visit
your veterinarian at weekly intervals for at least the first four
weeks. Your veterinarian will measure your dog’s hormones
during therapy and will modify the doses accordingly. Hormone
injections are usually required at monthly intervals, and in some
patients they are required every three weeks.

Electrolyte levels will also be checked regularly due to the
significant alternations in electrolytes that are typically seen
with this disease. Good owner compliance is required for the life
of the patient in order to benefit from treatment. However, with
regular treatment, most patients do well and have a good
prognosis.

 

Information courtesy of
PetMed.  For more details
visit www.petmed.com.

Addison’s in Dogs
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Addison’s Disease Impacts Three WBHR Families

 

Passing over the
            Rainbow Bridge

In Loving Memory.......

Loss is never easy and even more so with an
ever-loving pet.  May your sweet memories of
their not-long-enough life help you through
the hard times and inspire you to extend your
love to another basset who is waiting for you.

If you have lost a special friend and would like
them listed in this section please contact WBHR
Director Holly Moen per the information on page 2.

Connie Ryan in Cody said a sad fare-
     well to Molly (10) on Sept. 30.

Deb and Clay Black’s Toby (111/2)
     passed away on July 13 in Casper.

Mary Jane (15) left Bob Wirth in Cas-
     per on Sept. 1.

Eric Davis and Jodi Weppner sadly said
     goodbye to Simon (10) in September.

Stephanie and Jorge Oneto lost Abbey
     on Aug. 19 in Laramie.

Quincy will be greatly missed in
     Laurel, MT by Pat and Scott Vandell

No less than three members of the WBHR have had their
lives (to say nothing of their pets) impacted by Addison’s
Disease.  Waggin’ Tales takes a look at each of these situations
beginning with Kris White and his dog, Loretta, as explained by
Holly Moen.

Loretta was diagnosed with Addison’s back on August 10 at
the age of four and a half.

Kris states that looking back, the biggest change in Loretta
was how grumpy she was.  Like other dogs with Addison’s, she
also had gotten to the point that she stopped
eating.  Beforebeing diagnosed with
Addison’s, the vet clinic thought that
Loretta had been poisoned.

Kris stripped his house apart, knowing
that he had nothing at all that Loretta could
have gotten into that would have poisoned
her; antifreeze being the number one
suspect.

His vet had given him the worst news
possible; they were going to have to
euthanize Loretta.  Then during a phone call
between the veterinarian and an intern, the
intern told them to get a blood sample and
have her tested for Addison’s.

Kris had to take Loretta’s blood across
town to a clinic that stayed open late for
him, but they confirmed the intern’s
suggestion of Addison’s.

Loretta spent a couple of nights at the
vet clinic, but she showed immed-iate
improvement with the meds.  She normally
weighs just over 40 pounds, her weight had
dropped to 32 pounds.

Loretta’s symptoms had been so slow to
develop, and not being as noticeable
because of how slow they were, her pancreas
and kidneys had started to shut down and
her electro-lytes were almost gone.  She had
ulcers in her stomach and internal bleeding
as a result.

Loretta has now been taking an acid
blocker and been on special dog food, along
with her Addison’s meds.  Kris said she is
almost back to normal.  She takes a daily
dose of Prednisone and has her injection

of Percorten once every 25 days.

Initially she was on 10-20mg of Prednisone a day, but now is
at 5 mg a day and that will most likely be where she stays.  She
has been slowly weaned off the special food and just finished
up taking the acid blocker.

Loretta’s biggest sign of improvement now is how much
happier she is!

Says Kris, “If Loretta ain’t happy, nobody’s happy!”
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Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

 

8000 Easy Street
Evansville
(307) 472-6911
Dr. Keith James

256 S. Douglas
Powell
(307) 754-9393
Dr. Teri Oursler

830 Skyline Road
Laramie
(307) 745-7341

Mountain View Pet Spa
260 Crescent Dr.
Mills
(307) 472-7297
Sherri Johnson, Owner

3025 Ft. Sanders Road
Laramie
(307) 742-6042
Dr. Christa Branch and
Dr. Amanda Van Pelt

Camelot Pet Castle

2001 Buckskin Dr.
Gillette
(307) 682-2001
Stacy Geer

Westside Animal Hospital
631 S. Ash Street
Casper
(307) 472-5600
Drs. Doug and Laura Johannessen

Dr. David Evertson and Dr. Dana Petersen, Owners

 

Pets Are People, Too!

Addison’s and WBHR members are no strangers as Mark
and Jennifer Bouder can readily attest

Basset hound Charlie was diagnosed with
Addison’s around age six or seven.  He had
stopped eating, but was still drinking.  When he
did occasionally eat, he would almost immediately
vomit it back up.  Fortunately, Mark and Jennifer’s
veterinarian was a recent graduate of CSU and he
knew almost immediately what to check for.

Blood tests confirmed Addison’s Disease.
Charlie recovered and from then on, he had the
daily steroid pill plus once every 30 days a shot of Percorten.
The Percorten was expensive, but Charlie was a part of the family,

 

Addison’s Disease Hits Close to Home for
WBHR Members Mark and Jennifer’s Charlie

 

so just added the cost to their monthly budget!  The amount of
Percorten given is based upon the dog’s weight, so having a
lighter dog is less expensive.  Charlie was able to maintain his

55-pound weight until he passed away which was a distinct
financial benefit to Mark and Jennifer’s expenses.

Percorten Injections Become a Way
of Life for Charlie
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Thank You to All Our Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

510 College Meadows Dr.
Sheridan
(307) 674-4111
Dr. Peter Pelissier Dr. Christian
       Newton, Dr. Amber Ingersoll

1650 Commercial Lane
Sheridan
(307) 672-5533
Dr. Mark Schreiber

1247 County Lame 14                         Worland
(307) 347-2358                                       Dr. Steven Tharp

Powell Veterinary Service
522 So. Division
(307) 754-3034
Dr. Lyle Bischoff and
       Dr. Bryan Neves

200 E. Lakewood Road
Gillette
(307) 682-1507
Dr. Marshall Kohr,
   Dr. Darren Lynde

Animal Clinic of Billings
1420 10th Street West
(406) 252-9499
Dr. Ken Brown, Dr. Darleen
   Miller, Dr. Anne Ball

For Ruger, Early Detection of Addison’s
Was a Life-Saving Experience

You add Michelle Buss to the list of WBHR members whose
pet has been touched with Addison’s.  Listen to Michelle’s
experience.

“Ruger was approximately a year and half old when he was
diagnosed with Addison’s Disease.  We had adopted him in
January 2006 and moved to Denver in August 2006.  That fall, I
noticed that he seemed less active than usual, but initially chalked
it up to thinking that he was outgrowing his ‘puppyness’.

“However, after three days of not eating, I noticed that he
was having difficulty attempting to have a bowel movement and
realized I couldn’t remember the last time he actually pooped.
Being a basset, I immediately assumed that he had probably
eaten something he shouldn’t have (think dirty laundry), so I
took him to our vet, thinking that he may have an obstruction.

“Fortunately for us, the vet was very knowledgable and ran
a few blood tests, which confirmed that his kidneys and adrenal

glands were not functioning properly.  He then sat down and
explained Addison’s Disease to me and remarked that it is a
fairly common affliction in bassets.  He also told me that Addison’s
is fatal unless the affected animal is given a monthly injection of
the cortisone steroid that the adrenal glands no longer produce.

“It is fairly expensive (approx $125 a month), so many pet
owners opt to put their pet down, but I couldn’t do that to
Ruger.  He had such a rough start in life and I felt that it was
something we could manage.

“So, once a month, I give Ruger an injection of Percorten and
he takes oral Prednisone daily.  He has had several ‘Addisonian
Crisis’ occurrences in the past 10 years that have been scary
and required an overnight stay at the vet’s, but he has done
amazingly well living with his condition and is currently happily
living his 12th year as a healthy, loved member of our family.”

Now that’s a loving owner.
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Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

Buffalo Veterinary Clinic
120 U.S. Highway 16 East
Dr. Kurt Walters
(307) 684-2851

3155 CY Avenue
Casper
(307) 234-7333
Dr. Richard Schwahn, Dr. Tangney Gray-Dockham,
       Dr. Angela O’Hearn

3740 E. Lincolnway
Cheyenne
(307) 635-4121
Dr. Christopher Church

Dr. Raven Novak

1439 Stillwater Ave. - Suite 3
Cheyenne     (307) 775-0577

5524 Greybull Highway
Cody
(307) 587-3151

Dr. Scott Moore, Dr. Amanda Marsh

 Riverbend Vet Hospital
240 S. Riverbend Road
Douglas
(307) 358-4910
Dr. William Root

93 W. Richards St.
Douglas
(307) 358-3231
Drs. Don, Maxwell and Dean
     Smylie, Dr. Amanda Ahrens

They say the early bird gets the worm.  Well, we are selling
the 2017 WBHR calendars and if you don’t want to be
disappointed and miss out, why not be the early bird and order
yours right now.

Don’t Get Distracted!
Calendars Are Ready

A big ‘Thank You’ to Sylvia and Wes Huber
for developing our calendar!

You won’t have to mortgage the farm to buy one, either, as
we’ve been able to yet again hold the line on costs.  That means
the calendar will again be  $14 direct from Holly if you are in the
Cody area or $16 for shipping and handling if you need to order
by mail.

To order by mail just include a check for $16 made payable to
WBHR and mail to Holly at:  WBHR, P.O. Box 2131, Cody, WY
82414.  You can also contact Holly at (307) 272-8089 or via email
at:  bassetrescue@tctwest.net



                           Fall 2016   Vol. 13, No. 3

Can You Provide a ‘Forever Home’ for Me?

Current Residence:  Gillette

If you are interested in adopting one of these dogs, please email us at bassetrescue@tctwest.net.  Receiving materials does
not obligate you.  We try to  match dog and owner, so you may be on a waiting list until a good match comes along.  All dogs are

We ask that you keep the dog in a fenced area , provide adequate medical care, and sign adoption paper s.  If the adoption
does not work for whatever reason, we ask that the dog be returned to WBHR .  There will be an adoption fee at the time of

Meet Beau! He is a two-year-old, still-a-puppy, bloodhound who has had a bit of a
rough start in life. Beau came to Wyoming from Texas two years ago, at eight weeks
of age, to be raffled off with two of his siblings, at a local fundraiser. He was in the
“winner’s” home for about six months before being given to another family, who
kept him for about a year.

Beau came into WBHR in February this year, as that family said their yard was
too small for a growing puppy and he was so much bigger than their two, smaller
breed females. This family had two small children and Beau was good with them.
WBHR got Beau neutered, brought current on his vaccinations, had his teeth cleaned
and got him microchipped. Since then, he has had two homes that didn’t work out for
him.

His foster homes have let us know that he needs daily exercise and he needs to
know who is alpha in the home. If he doesn’t know who is the pack leader, he will try
to take the role and if allowed, he will be possessive and aggressive. Beau does very
well running alongside a bicycle or runner and will benefit going for one-to-two
miles a day. We feel that either mild biking or mild running and having a job will
benefit Beau best!

Beau gained over 25 pounds in three months, so we’re working on getting that
weight back off him. He had a complete physical, bloodwork and x-rays done. Beau
has allergies to Russian Thistle and willow trees. He is currently on Claritin to help
with these seasonal allergies. He has mild hip dysplasia and mild arthritis in one of
his hips. He is currently on a supplement and we hope to see results very soon.

Beau plays well with other dogs and can be a very good dog. When not trying to
take charge, he has a wonderful personality. Beau will need to go into a home where
he knows his place in the pack. Being he is still in the puppy mode, as well as being
a bloodhound, he will require daily exercise. A tired dog is a good dog!

Beau would be best in a home with older children or no children at all. We would
prefer that Beau go into a home with bloodhound experience, though not a set
requirement, and one who will work with a trainer from the get-go. WBHR will help
with Beau’s training.

Duke is a one-year-old bloodhound who came into WBHR as an owner relinquishment. Duke
came into WBHR rather thin, but he has already gained about 10 pounds! Duke weighs around
60 pounds and could stand to gain a bit more weight. He is current on his vaccinations,
microchipped, neutered and had his teeth cleaned. Duke also had entropion surgery done to both
eye lids and he feels so much better! He can be on the shy side and a bit leery of new things, but
he is enjoying his new life and making great friends! He hasn’t made up his mind yet if he likes
going for rides. Duke is great with other dogs and loves people. We don’t think he would do well
with cats, so it would be best if he gets into a home without cats. Duke needs work on his house
training, but he is a quick learner.

Beau

DukeCurrent Residence:  Kaycee
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Current Residence:  CheyenneSpot

Meet Spot! She came into WBHR from a shelter where she was relinquished
due to a divorce. Spot is 18 months old and weighs just over 30 pounds. We think
she is mixed with dachshund, as she is very petite.

Spot is current on her vaccinations, spayed and microchipped. She is also house
trained and rides well in a car. Spot had a leg injury prior to coming to WBHR. The
shelter said that the relinquishing family stated it was from scrap metal or wire.
We believe she was trying to get out of a confined area, as she has some older
wounds on her which have already healed up. She had stitches and is all healed up
now and doing great!

Spot is really enjoying the children and other dogs in her foster home. We
think she would be best in a home with children and another dog.  She is a bit shy of
men, but is warming up to her foster home Dad.

 

 Santa
Pet Photo

Shoot

Saturday, Nov. 12
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

$15 for Digital Photo

324 Yellowstone Ave.
Cody

Let’s face it, we all have moments of just
mindlessly surfing the Internet looking for
something of interest.

Well, if you haven’t already done so in one of
those “killing time” sessions why not point the
search engine of your choice to terms relating to
basset hounds such as “funny basset hound stories”
see what pops up.

F o r
example,
one result
w i l l
produce  a
FaceBook
page titled
“ F u n n y
B a s s e t
Hounds”.  It has quite an array of amusing stories,
the obligatory funny photos and even some videos
thrown in for good measure.

Of course, there’s plenty of other sites so give it
a try when you need a little humor in your life.

Internet Provides Great
‘Basset Moments’

There was no Summer WBHR Foundation meeting.
Minutes of the October Fall meeting will appear in the

Winter Waggin’ Tales.
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Baskerville
B. Asset

Top Dog

CIA Offers Tips
on Training
Your Dog

 

Although the Agency dogs are trained for very specific jobs,
many of the methodologies and principles the trainers use can
be applied to training any dog, including your own. Here are 10
tips from CIA K-9 trainers that may be useful, as well as some
examples highlighting how these methods are used to teach
some of the best explosives detection dogs in the world.

1.       Make it fun

Training should be a fun and enjoyable experience for both
you and your dog. Use anything fun to draw your dog in: food,
dancing, toys, playing, high-pitch voices ... The key is getting
your dog to want to do the behavior you are asking of him/her,

Did you know the CIA has its own dedicated staff of dog trainers? K-9 officers
are an important part of the Security Protective Service (SPS), which ensures the
CIA and its employees are kept safe. The trainers, all SPS officers themselves,
work with a select group of dogs and handlers to teach them the ins-and-outs of
explosives detection. Dogs have a remarkable ability to sniff out over 19,000 explosive
scents, making them ideal for this job.

Dogs chosen for the Agency training course are hand selected by CIA trainers
primarily from “Puppies Behind Bars,” a program that pairs inmates with puppies
to teach the dogs basic commands. Most of the Agency K-9s are Labradors, known
for their intelligence and—most importantly—their unwavering good
temperament. The dogs go through a six-week “imprinting” class, where they
learn to identify thousands of explosive scents, and are then carefully matched with
a CIA SPS K-9 handler.

The dog and handler undergo an additional 10 weeks of intense one-on-one
training, learning to work together as a team to find explosives in things such as
cars, trucks and luggage. Once they pass the final test, the teams are deployed to
sites throughout the world, working as the first line of defense against explosive
threats to Agency personnel and buildings.

Canines Serve the CIA in SPS

not trying to force your dog into a behavior. “If the dog makes
the decision to do a desired behavior on its own,” says the CIA
lead K-9 trainer, “they learn more, rather than the trainer [or
owner] making them do it.” Compulsion on a dog does not work.

2.       Use what motivates your dog

When teaching your dog, use what best motivates him or
her, whether it’s toys, treats, jumping up and down, or using
cartoon voices. The important thing is to do whatever you can
to get your dog’s attention and keep it. You want to make training
a positive environment so your dog will want to learn.

CIA trainers use food rewards with the Labs because they
are extremely food motivated. They are
kept on a strict kibble diet, which they
receive throughout the day while in
training. A high-pitched, happy voice
also works wonders to get their attention
and keep them motivated. Other dogs –
like the shepherds the Agency used to
train – are very toy rather than food
motivated. Find out what works for your
dog.

3.       A small change is a big moment

When teaching your dog a new
behavior, command, or trick, watch for
slight changes in behavior. Those small
changes can be the first sign your dog is
beginning to understand what you are
trying to teach him. The signals can be
as small as your dog’s ears becoming
alert when they are usually relaxed or
maybe a glance and forward lean toward
the object you want your dog to fetch. If

-continued on page 13-
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Our sincerest gratitude goes out to long-time
volunteer Jane Elliott for so much assistance to the
WHBR over the years.

If you visit our web page, that’s Jane’s work as she
tirelessly updates all elements of the site such as news,
the comings and goings of our dogs and overall design
plus she is a huge help with home visits and she still
finds time to serve as the Secretary of the WBHR
Foundation.  We’d be lost without you, Jane!

you learn to pick up on those slight changes in behavior, you
can time your praise and corrections more accurately to
encourage the desired behavior.

When the K-9 unit begins a new class of dogs, one of the
first things the pups learn is to sniff on command. The instructors
watch for signs as they encourage the dogs to “seek.”

At first, the dogs are taught to sniff a scent placed in a small
tin at the bottom of a gallon can. As the dogs begin to figure out
what “seek” means, they are taught or “imprinted” with the
scents they need to pay attention to.

When learning to differentiate the scents, the dogs will show
small behavior changes during training – like tail wagging,
drooling, or pulling toward the can containing the explosive
scent – which can all indicate they are starting to catch learn the
drill.

The signs are different for different dogs, which is why
changes, even small ones, in normal behavior are important to
look for.

4.       Work hard, play hard

Training should be fun, challenging, and rewarding – for
both you and your dog. The energy and enthusiasm you put
into the training session will affect your dog. As the lead K-9
trainer says, “What you’re feeling runs straight down the leash
to the dog.” Having a bad day? Leave it at the door when you
enter the training room. And, while it’s important to stay focused
and energetic while training, unstructured play and relaxation is
just as necessary. Dogs, like people, need time to unwind.

5.       Watch for patterns

As with any person who learns the ins-and-outs of their job,
dogs can get lazy and fall into patterns. An important

-continued from page 12-

-continued on page 14-

aspect of any training routine is to watch for those
patterns and disrupt them. If you always tell your
dog to sit before her evening meal, try getting her to
lay down instead, or sit randomly while on her daily
walk.

If you have trained your dog to “find” his toy,
try hiding it up high or in a completely unexpected
place. You want to keep your dog challenged and
motivated to think through tasks. This is critical for
service animals like our explosives detection dogs
(and their handlers) who have to switch up routines
and keep their training fresh to avoid falling into
predictable thinking and behavior.

Sometimes, dogs can actually outsmart their
owners by picking up on patterns. One black Lab in

the K-9 unit has used her keen observation skills to outsmart the
trainers. When imprinting the dogs to recognize a new explosive
scent, the trainers place several cans in a large circle, some with
the scent of an explosive and others with distractor scents.

Trainers will often dent the side of the cans containing the
explosive’s scent so they will visually know which cans the
dogs should indicate on. One Lab, however, caught on to what
the trainers were doing and began to indicate on the correct
cans based on sight not smell. The trainers started marking the
cans with chalk instead to change the pattern. Undeterred, the

Dogs Have a Special Niche
In the CIA’s SPS
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-continued from page 13-

 

If a mistake happens during training, or you or your dog
get frustrated, it’s okay to stop the session early. Just be sure
to end the lesson on a positive note. Even if it’s an easy win
(something you know your dog will succeed at) it’s important
to finish with both you and your dog feeling good. That way,
you’ll both be excited and look forward to your next training
session.

 

can be rocky. It’s okay to take a break and return to the task if
either you or your dog gets frustrated. Both dogs and trainers
need down time, and taking breaks with your dog is as important
as the time you spend training.

During the initial imprinting class for the new CIA K-9 pups,
they work in short 15-minute sessions throughout the day, with
lots of breaks in between. Sometimes they rest in their crates,
other times they go outside to expend some energy and just be
dogs. Some days, at the end of class, the pups will get free time
to just romp around and play together. By taking breaks, the
dogs are able to better focus during training sessions, which in
turn makes those sessions more productive and fun.

9.       Utilize your dog’s natural energy level

A dog’s energy will fluctuate throughout the day, but each
dog has a natural base energy level. Some dogs are extremely
hyper (think of a ball-obsessive Border Collie who can play
fetch for hours and then go for a 10-mile jog) while others are
couch potatoes. Whatever your dog’s natural energy level is,
utilize that for training. A hyper-active dog is going to need more
stimulation and exercise, and perhaps taking him or her out for a
run or to play fetch before a training session will help your dog
focus when it’s time to learn.

Along the same line, if you want to pursue activities or jobs
with your dog, take into account your dog’s personality and
energy level. For example, when evaluating potential puppies
for our explosives detections dogs, the trainers look for drive
and energy that is hard to shut down. The dog needs to be able
to adapt to a constantly changing schedule and environment,
and a high energy dog that is always “on” tends to cope best in
those situations. On the flip side, a therapy dog needs to stay
calm and consistent in a variety of circumstances, so a high-
energy, hyper-active dog may not be the best choice.

10.   Always end on a positive

Lab soon noticed the chalk marks and began looking for those
cans.

6.       Introduce challenges

Once your dog learns the new command or behavior you
want to teach her, introduce distractions to help her learn to
differentiate between the wanted behavior (for example, sitting
at the front door) and unwanted behavior (bolting outside as
soon as the front door opens). The distractions can include
things that will tempt your dog or provide an obstacle to the
wanted behavior. (Maybe have someone ring the doorbell or
have someone with another dog standing outside when you
open the door). By doing so, you can desensitize your dog to
specific distractions and reinforce the desired behavior.

For our explosives detection dogs, trainers introduce
“distractors” – the stuff you don’t want the dogs to indicate on
– which consist of all kinds of smells they’ll come into contact
with either on a daily basis or during the course of their work.
The K-9s are exposed to hundreds of different distractors,
including things like dish soap, baking soda, and cheese-
doodles.

7.       Consistency is key

One of the biggest mistakes people make when training their
dog is to teach the dog something and then abandon the training
plan. Dogs will pick up on inconsistencies in training and take
advantage of them. Stay consistent with your commands,
training schedule, and methodology. Even something as simple
as changing a command from “sit” to “sit down” can cause
confusion while training. Familiarization and repetition are key
factors in a dog learning new behaviors.

By staying consistent, once the K-9 trainers teach the pups
the initial concept of “seeking” a scent, they can imprint a dog
with a new odor in five minutes. After about a month of training,
the pups will be able to learn and remember 18 new explosive
scents in a single week!

8.       Take breaks

Some training sessions will go exceptionally well, while others

CIA’s Dog Training
Easily Adapted
For Pet Owners
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For the love of a basset... Show Your Love
and Support

 

 

There’s something brand new for you note writers from
WBHR - your choice of a 12-pack of cards featuring some of
our inspiring bassets and their stories.  On the front is one of
our rescued bassets, the back highlights their story and the
inside is blank.  The cards measure 5.5 inches wide and are
4.25 inches high.

There are two packs with Pack A featuring Nick, Toby,
Diamond and Cyndi and Pack B highlighting Chloe, Hugo,
Daisy and Ripley.  Each pack has three cards of each basset and
are available at $15 per set which includes shipping.  Please
note which pack you desire when ordering.

These beautiful cards are decorated with the iris paper folding technique.
Each card is blank inside and lined with white card stock.  Designs include two
basset hounds, two poodles, two cats, a Scottie and a bulldog.  The cost of the
cards is $4.75 each which includes postage and mailing envelope.

Iris Folding Greeting Cards

These lovely handcrafted charm bracelets are available with either dog, cat or
horse charms and in a variety of colors. Each bracelet is $5. Shipping costs vary
depending on quantity of bracelets ordered. One, two or three bracelets ship for
$2.25 and four, five or six bracelets ship for $4.50. Shipping costs are added into
the total price.   Order the quantity of bracelets you want and after we receive
your order we will contact you about what charms and colors you would like for
each bracelet.

 

Basset Hound Note Cards

Charm Bracelets

‘Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound’  

“Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound” was created after the life of Rocky the Rocket
basset hound. He was abandoned by his family in Wyoming and after a failed adoption, he
was adopted to his forever home in Montana. His master, Jim, simply adores Rocky and
Rocky adores Jim! Jim wrote this book about Rocky’s antics and adventures through the
eyes of Rocky.  Rocky’s book is available for a donation to WBR (suggested donation -
$3.00)  Format: ebook pdf - Length: 199 pages.
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.....they light up our lives Show Your Love
and Support

Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Decals are 4" tall and 6" wide. They are suitable for
placement on outside windows and come with instructions to apply them. $6.00 each,
which includes shipping.

 

For questions about any of these items, please email Holly at:
bassetrescue@tctwest.net

This cookbook is 8½” x 11" in size, with over 40 pages of great treat recipes
for your dog!  The covers can also be personalized, such as “Toby’s Treats” and
they can also be made for other breeds, not just basset hounds.  The cookbooks are
$20.00 including shipping.  Personalized cookbooks are $23.00 (dog’s photo and
name).  Order well in advance if a gift  as they take four-to-six weeks to compile.

Three adult colors  - Stone Blue or Cardinal Red (no L or XL in either color and no M
in blue) plus grey and ‘Texas Orange’.  Shirts have ‘Opt to Adopt’ on front and the WBHR
logo on back.  It’s $13 for sizes Small through X-Large and $14 for XX- and $15 for XXX-
Large.  We’ve even got youth shirts at only $11 in Cardinal Red (no S), Yellow Haze or
Indigo Blue in small (6-8) and medium (10-12).  Postage is $2.50 per shirt.

The basset pictured is Mena, who was rescued by an
animal sanctuary in Nebraska.

The back of each card tells her story to her new,
forever home.  The pictures are of the front and inside,
right of each card.

These are high-quality, 5x7 cards, with a glossy finish
on the outside and a mat finish on the inside.  The cost of
the cards, which includes envelopes, is $1.50 each with
an additional $.50 shipping per card for a total of cost of
$2 each.

 

 

‘Missing You’ Design

This is me.....

.....when you aren’t here

This is me.....

......when you are near
I miss you...!

WBHR Merchandise
Make Great Gifts

Great Gifts for All Basset Lovers!

WBHR Decals

Basset Hound Dog Treat Cookbook

Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue T-Shirts

Basset Hound Greeting Cards

Fall 2016   Vol. 13, No. 3
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wyoming-Basset-Hound-Rescue/223096958572 Visit the WBHR on the Internet at:      http://www.wyomingbassetrescue.com

To the following
people for all their
help since our last

newsletter, whether
with fostering,

transport or placing
bassets and
bloodhounds

Please contact Holly Moen
bassetrescue@tctwest.net

(307) 272-8089

 

Foster Homes

Transportation Assistance

Monetary Donations

Doggie Treats

Veterinary Assistance

Applicable Gift Certificates

Don’t forget

to check our web site

for donations

via Pay Pal!

“It is amazing what you can accomplish
if you do not care who gets the credit.”

Harry S. Truman

Don’t Forget.......
Be sure to make any of your

purchases via Amazon
through the

http://smile.amazon.com
site where you can

designate the WBHR for a
portion of the sales total!

 

Krystal and Joe Barber, Christy and Randy
Cleveland, Amanda and Dan Cloyd, Heather
Cunningham, Joni and Gregg Dietz, Shirley
Fink, Chris and Patti Gross, Joe and Andrea
Kenney, Cindy Larsen, Pete and Nadine Loomis,
Judy and Shauna Lumbardy, Susan Kostenbauer,
Keri Mann, Julie and Janelle Mason, Molly and
David Mehtala (and kids!), Casey and Michael
Mondle,

John and Kristen Mueller, Kevin O’Hare,
Kaitlin and Nathan Oress, Kennedy and Evan
O’Toole, Kathy Pfaffinger, John and Fay Pondish,
Marie and Scott Puryear (and kids!), Holly Ross,
Helen and Michael Ryan,  Tina Shorma, DaNae
and Gordon Smith, Bob Wirth, Geoff and Kristie
Worden, Victoria and Kenneth Wright (and kids!)


