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‘Pause for
Paws’
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TICK ALERT AS
SUMMER FAST
APPROACHES

1 - Take a look at
the most common
tick-borne diseases
2- Always check
for ticks especially
after walks in leafy
areas
3 - How to remove
a tick successfully

LOOK OUT!  IT’S
ZOOMIE TIME!

1 - Doggie zoomies;
just what are they
2 - When are they
most likely to occur?
3 - Tips on how to
react during zoomie
times
4 - Are they harm-
ful?
5 - There’s actually a
bit of a health benefit

LOOKING AT THE
MYSTERIES OF
DOGS SPINNING
IN CIRCLES

1 - Basic whys and
wherefores
2 - Key times for this
sort of activity by
your dog

SUMMERTIME
MEANS GREEN
LAWNS AND
DEAD PATCHES

1 - Your dog can
quickly create un-
sightly brown spots
2 - Explaining the
problem
3 - You’ve got brown
patches, now what
happens?

1

Holly
WBHR Executive Director

I hope that Spring is showing its colors to everyone.  The grass is greening up,
the trees and shrubs have buds of leaves to soon open.  Tulip leaves will be making
their appearance shortly.  Here in Cody we’ve had quite a bit of snow in 2025 and
the moisture has been very much needed.

Our Basset Lover’s Picnic is slated for Saturday, June 21.  We had to cancel the
picnic last year, but we’re looking forward to a special event and hope that many of
you will be able to attend this year.

As you’ll see in this issue of Waggin’ Tales, the venue is the same, here in Cody at
Hugh Smith Park.  We’ll have lunch and activities, but mainly look forward to
seeing everyone and sharing all our fun memories of adoptions, volunteering and
how we all came to know each other.

There will be a costume contest, so we hope attendees can participate.  Thank
you for all the support of you, our wonderful volunteers!

We’ve only had one adoption since our January issue of Waggin’ Tales.  We do
have three males in foster homes at this time, one of which, Bogie, who we think will
be headed to his new home in a couple of weeks.

If you know of anyone looking to adopt, we have Duke and Jet available.  You
can read more about them on our web page and Petfinder.

Everyone take care and we hope to see many of you at the Basset Lover’s Picnic
in Cody on Saturday, June 21!
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Summer is
Creeping up
Which Means...

Tick Season
Is Fast
Approaching
So Start
Thinking about
It Right Now

 

 

Ticks are super annoying, and the diseases they can carry
are actually pretty dangerous.

And since ticks can be hard to spot, it’s important to know
the symptoms of tick-borne diseases so you’ll be able to tell if
your dog’s been infected.

Dr. José Arce, president of the American Veterinary Medical Association,
has noted seven of the most common dog tick diseases and how to prevent them,
plus signs that your dog should see the vet.

What is a tick-borne disease?
A tick-borne disease is basically what it sounds like — an illness that’s spread

by a tick bite. Ticks can be infected with viruses, bacteria and parasites, and
they transmit these illnesses when they bite your dog (or you).

“Ticks can spread serious infectious diseases to people and animals, such as
Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, ehrlichiosis and anaplasmosis, so
it’s important to keep ourselves tick-free,” said Dr. Arce .

According to Dr. Arce these are some of the most common tick-borne diseases
in dogs, plus their symptoms, so you can know what to look out for to keep your
dog safe.

Lyme disease
Lyme disease is a bacterial infection caused by Borrelia burgdorferi, and it’s

the most common tick-borne disease in the U.S. The majority of Lyme disease
cases come from the blacklegged tick.

Symptoms of Lyme disease in dogs include fever, lameness (often shifting
between legs), swollen joints and lymph nodes, and lethargy. If Lyme disease
goes untreated, it can damage your dog’s kidneys, nervous system and heart.

Some dogs might not show any symptoms of Lyme disease, though, which is
why it’s important to prevent ticks in the first place.

Canine ehrlichiosis
Ehrlichia are bacteria that infect white blood cells and usually come from

the brown dog tick.

There are three stages of symptoms of ehrlichiosis: acute, subclinical and
chronic.  During the acute phase, which usually happens only a few weeks after
your dog has been bitten, you might notice fever, swollen lymph nodes, lethargy,
lameness, nosebleeds and lack of appetite.

In the subclinical phase, if your dog isn’t treated, he’ll seem to recover and

-continued on page 4-
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Tick diseases in dogs are usually treated with antibiotics. Your vet might give you a probiotic
as well because antibiotics can kill good bacteria in addition to the bad bacteria. Probiotics
help balance out the good bacteria in your dog’s digestive system to keep it running smoothly.

If the tick disease is treated early, your dog will most likely fully recover. If the illness gets
to the advanced stage, it can have more severe symptoms and complications, which is why it’s
important to take your dog to the vet right away if you think it was bitten by a tick.

Your dog will probably have to get regular blood work after being treated to make sure the
illness doesn’t come back.

How to protect your dog from ticks

A quality tick preventative medication is the best way to prevent ticks from attaching to
your dog and coming into your home. But there are some other ways to help limit his exposure
to ticks, too.

“Preventive measures and prompt removal of ticks can greatly reduce the chances of disease
transmission from ticks to you and your pets,” Dr. Arce said.

Some tick-borne diseases in dogs are spread within just a few hours of a bite, which is why
it’s important to remove any ticks you find as soon as possible. For example, Rocky Mountain
spotted fever can be transmitted in as little as two hours, while Lyme disease might take 24
hours.

Be sure to check your dog for ticks after being outside, especially if you’ve been in an area
where there are typically ticks, such as in the woods.

“After spending time outdoors in areas where ticks are present, pet owners should examine
their dogs for the presence of ticks,” Dr. Arce added “Ticks are most often found around your
dog’s neck, in the ears, in the folds between the legs and the body, and between the toes, but
they can be found anywhere on the body. And when checking your pets for ticks, don’t forget
to check yourself for ticks, too.”

Ticks like to hang out in places with a lot of foliage. If your yard has any areas that might
have ticks, like tall grass, you should try to make those spots less inhabitable for ticks.

Summed up Dr. Arce, “If your pet picks up ticks in your backyard, trimming bushes and
removing brush may reduce your pet’s exposure and risk of infestation.”

Taking a Look at the Seven
Most Common Tick-Borne
Diseases Impacting Dogs

 

-continued from page 3-

show no signs of illness but will still have the infection. At this
point, some dogs will progress to the chronic phase, while others
will just get better on their own.

The chronic phase can last for months to years. In the final
phase, your dog may have bleeding, kidney inflammation and
neurological symptoms.

Anaplasmosis
Anaplasmosis can be caused by Anaplasma phagocytophilum,

which affects white blood cells, or Anaplasma platys, which affects
blood platelets. It’s transmitted by the blacklegged tick, the
western blacklegged tick and the brown dog tick.

Not all dogs with an Anaplasma phagocytophilum infection will
have symptoms, but signs include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite,
joint pain and lameness. Some less common symptoms are
vomiting, diarrhea, respiratory problems, seizures and ataxia (loss
of muscle control).

Since this affects your dog’s platelets, which help blood clot,
symptoms can include nosebleeds, bruising and pale mucous
membranes. Other signs include fever, swollen lymph nodes and
lethargy.

Rocky Mountain spotted fever
Rocky Mountain spotted fever is caused by a parasite

(Rickettsia rickettsii) that can only live inside other cells. It’s
transmitted by the American dog tick, the Rocky Mountain wood
tick and the brown dog tick.

Symptoms include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite, swollen

lymph nodes, nosebleeds, joint or muscle pain, vomiting, diarrhea
and ataxia.

Babesiosis
Babesiosis is caused by a parasite that attacks red blood cells.

The most common Babesia to affect dogs in the U.S. are Babesia
canis and Babesia gibsoni.

Some dogs with babesiosis won’t have symptoms, but they’ll
still be able to spread it to other animals or even to you. Dogs that
do have symptoms may have dark urine, fever, swollen lymph
nodes, weakness and pale mucous membranes.

Bartonellosis
Bartonellosis is caused by a bacteria called Bartonella that can

be transmitted to other animals and people. This is the same
bacteria that causes cat-scratch fever in humans.

The symptoms of bartonellosis are similar in dogs and people
and include fever, irregular heartbeat, endocarditis, lameness,
lethargy, lack of appetite, eye inflammation, nosebleeds and
swollen lymph nodes.

Hepatozoonosis
Hepatozoonosis is caused by a parasite called Hepatozoon.

There are two types that cause hepatozoonosis in dogs: Hepatozoon
canis and Hepatozoon americanum. Dogs contract hepatozoonosis
when they eat a Gulf Coast tick, a brown dog tick or an animal
that has been bitten by an infected tick.

Signs of hepatozoonosis include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite,
weakness, muscle pain, lameness, stiffness, swollen lymph nodes
and eye discharge. H. Canis infections are usually pretty mild,
but H. americanum can cause severe illness, especially if your dog
doesn’t receive treatment.

An Ounce of Prevention is Worth a Pound of
Cure So Safeguard Your Dogs with Checks

Prompt attention to checking for ticks and any
immediate removal can save a lot of worry,

expense and health issues
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As always, our most sincerest gratitude to Jane Gates
for maintaining our web page, adding dogs, up-dating dogs
as well as doing home checks.  WBHR really appreciates
all your help, hard work and dedication.  We would be
lost without you!

Jane -
You’re Terrific,
We Couldn’t Do It
Without You!
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Rocky Mountain
Wood Tick Most
Common Species

In Wyoming

If you’re planning on any outdoor activities in Wyoming this
summer, you might want to learn a little about the ticks in the
state. There are two very common species of ticks in the state of
which the Rocky Mountain Wood Tick tops the list.

Let’s take a look at which ticks you might encounter.

Rocky Mountain Wood Tick
The Rocky Mountain wood tick lives primarily in the Rocky

Mountain belt.

Rocky Mountain wood ticks are almost indistinguishable from
American dog ticks. They are the most common ticks in Wyoming.
These ticks don’t carry Lyme disease, but they may transmit
Colorado tick fever or Rocky Mountain spotted fever to human
hosts. They prey on dogs, deer, badgers, coyotes, and other
mammals.

Rocky Mountain wood ticks are medium brown with tan
markings. Females are larger than males, with larger mouthparts.
Males have allover mottled tan and brown bodies, while females
have tan scuta (the hard shields just behind their heads) and brown
bodies.

American Dog Tick
The largest ticks in Wyoming are American dog ticks. They

look similar to Rocky Mountain wood ticks and transmit some of
the same diseases. American dog ticks are the primary vector for
Rocky Mountain spotted fever. They’re prey generalists who take
blood from anything that moves, including mice, rats, squirrels,
foxes, deer, horses, elk, humans, and dogs.

Both male and female American dog ticks have brown legs,
brown bodies, and small mouthparts. Males have allover tan and
brown mottled bodies, and females have tan scuta and brown
bodies.

Rabbit Tick
These ticks are very small and prey mainly on small mammals.

As you might have guessed from their name, their favorite blood
comes from hares and rabbits. They’ll also bite woodchucks,
prairie dogs, badgers, and foxes. Rabbit ticks don’t bite humans
and aren’t known to transmit diseases. They’re small and medium
brown and can often be seen on rabbit’s ears.

Groundhog Tick
Also known as the woodchuck tick, these ticks prey primarily

on groundhogs. They’re very small and rarely seen by humans.

Both males and females are light brown.

Groundhog ticks in Wyoming feed on weasels, dogs, raccoons,
foxes, woodchucks, skunks, and porcupines, among other species.
They mostly live in or around animal dens and nests.

Deer Tick
Commonly known as blacklegged ticks, the deer ticks in

Wyoming are few and far between. This species is much more
common in neighboring Colorado, though they’re not unheard
of in Wyoming.

Deer ticks are the only type of tick capable of transmitting
Lyme disease. Females are easily identifiable by their very large
mouthparts, black scuta, and black legs. Males are smaller, with
dark brown to black bodies and legs.

Deer ticks feed primarily on white-tailed deer but won’t
hesitate to bite humans or dogs that come too close.

Winter Tick
These ticks are confined to large game animals, like moose,

elk, and bear. They almost never bite humans and aren’t known
to carry any diseases or infections. These ticks become active in
fall and winter when other tick species go into brumation. Winter
ticks spend their entire lives on a single host.

Brown Dog Tick
Brown dog ticks are unique among ticks in Wyoming that live

indoors rather than in nature. These ticks live exclusively near
dogs, either in veterinary clinics, animal shelters, boarding
facilities, or private homes.

They do not carry Lyme disease but do carry canine-specific
diseases. If you find a brown dog tick embedded on your dog,
remove it immediately, and sterilize the bite area.

Most Common Ticks in Wyoming; None Carry Lyme Disease

Lyme disease is rare in
Wyoming, but a dog bitten
by a deer tick should see a

vet as soon as possible

 

Using a pair of tweezers is the most common and effective way to
remove a tick. But not just any tweezers will work. Most household
tweezers have large, blunt tips. You should use fine-point tweezers, to
avoid tearing the tick and spreading possible infections into the bite
area.

Spread your dog’s fur, then grasp the tick as close to the skin as
possible. Very gently, pull straight upward, in a slow, steady motion.
This will prevent the tick’s “mouth” from breaking off and remaining
embedded in the skin.

Steps and Tips on Removal of Ticks

 

People often believe it’s the head of the tick that embeds in the
skin. But ticks don’t have heads, in the conventional sense, so what
gets inserted into your dog is known as “mouth parts.”

Another option that is even easier to master is the use of a tick
removal hook. It’s especially useful if you live in a tick-dense area
where your dog is frequently playing host to the vexing little critters.
You simply put the prongs on either side of the tick and twist upward.

Never remove a tick with your fingers—it’s not only ineffective,
but the squeezing may also further inject infectious material.

After you’ve removed the tick, make sure to wash your hands
thoroughly, clean the bite site with rubbing alcohol, and rinse the
tweezers or tool with disinfectant.

Wear gloves to protect from potential contact with disease.
Locate the tick and gently part the hair around it.
A second person to keep the dog still is helpful.
Use a tick removal tool and fasten it underneath the tick.
Twist clockwise until the tick is loose.
Count the legs to make sure the tick is completely removed.
Dog-friendly disinfectant to clean the area
Dispose of the tick in rubbing alcohol.


