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Holly’s
‘Pause for
Paws’

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. It seems once Halloween is here, it’s
a downhill slide into the New Year. If you don’t keep up, you get left behind! I hope that
all of you were able to keep up.
For WBHR, 2022 will be our 35th Anniversary since its founding in 1987. We plan
to have some activities to commemorate the event!
Coming up first, please watch for a pre-order of our limited edition 35th Anniversary
t-shirt. We will have that coming out in January. We will have our semi-annual Silent
Auction on Facebook in mid-March, with special items in the celebration of our
Anniversary. Our annual Basset Lover’s Picnic will have extra activities as well. It is
scheduled for June 18 here in Cody at Hugh Smith Park. More to come as we roll out
our year-long celebration of 35 years of WBHR!
We think it would be great if any of you have stories you’d like to share of what you’ve
seen transpire over the past 35 years with WBHR. If you have photos you could scan and
email us, etc. we’d love to share them with everyone! Please think about it and share
your memories with us.
I’m wishing each and every one of you a wonderful New Year and all the best for great
new memories and fun times! Thank you all for your support.
Happy New Year!

Holly
WBHR Executive Director

Waggin’ Tales is the official publication of the Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue organization and is distributed in January, April, July and October of each year.
WBHR Director: Holly Moen
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
Editor: Michael Ryan
thecondor@q.com

2

(307) 272-8089
(307) 632-5323

Winter 2021 Vol. 18, No. 4

Walks with Your Dog Are Great for You Both,
But Don’t Let ‘Cute Activities’ Get
Out of Hand

And, what looks more natural, shall we say, then your pooch
wandering off and returning with a stick followed by your natural
inclination to tussle a bit with your dog, obtain the stick and engage
in a bit of toss and fetch.

other tissues in the mouth) as well as obstruction of their digestive
or respiratory tract with wood. A list of some common stick chewing
injuries include the following:
Small wood splinters embedded in the tongue, laryngeal tissues,
and under the gum line next to the teeth.
Large wood fragments embedded between the upper teeth and
along the surface of the hard palate, or even embedded directly
into the hard palate. This can result in severe enough damage to
teeth or palate to require surgery.
Large wood fragments being swallowed, resulting in digestive
tract irritation, bleeding, and possible obstruction.
Large or small pieces of wood being inhaled into the trachea,
leading to possible obstruction, irritation, or infection of the
respiratory tract. Such wood fragments can also lead to puncture
of the trachea or lung tissue, resulting in a chest infection or even
damage to the heart, nerves, or blood vessels.

This, then, kind of begs the question - Does your dog love to
fetch and chew sticks?

Stick-chasing dogs frequently suffer more severe — and more
painful, debilitating, and expensive — injuries than the stick chew-

Lots of dogs do, right? You see it all the time at the park, on the
beach, and in yards. But, were you aware that every year many
dogs suffer significant pain and injuries from sticks, and that some
dogs even die from their stick-related injuries? It’s true, and it
happens far more frequently than you might expect.

-continued from page 4-

Officially it’s winter, but the early days can provide some of the
best walking days for you and your basset; not too hot and not
too cold. In short, it’s exhilarating!

Fortunately, with some simple preventive steps, you can protect
your dog from such a fate. Here are tips on how to best protect
your dogs from the many dangers of sticks.
How do sticks injure dogs?
Dogs typically sustain stick-related injuries in one of two ways:
chasing or chewing. Stick-chasing injuries are typically more severe
than the stick-chewing injuries. But stick chewers risk multiple
problems, including wood splinters stuck under their gums (and
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What to Do if Your Dog Runs
Into a Stick
Though the steps you should take vary with the area
of penetration, the number of helpers you have, and your
distance from the nearest pet ER, there are some steps
that are important regardless of these influencing
factors.

Always Err on the Side of
Caution When Attempting
Any ‘Pre-Vet’ Actions

Here are some general tips about what to do in cases
of stick impalement:

-continued from page 3-

  Get your dog in for veterinary evaluation and
treatment as quickly as you can. Delay doesn’t just
prolong pain, suffering, and distress, it’s likely to
increase your dog’s risk of death, too.

ers. These injuries typically happen when a thrown stick gets
stuck in the ground and the eager dog either pounces or runs onto
the exposed sharp end of it. These sticks cause significant puncture
wounds and other damage.

If possible, call the vet while en route to advise them
of your impending arrival –- doing so can allow the
medical team to be better prepared to more quickly care
for your dog when you get there.

Common injury sites include the following:
  Eye: There is direct damage to the eye. If the force of the
penetration is great enough, the stick can result in damage to your
dog’s brain, too.

Avoid the urge to remove the stick. It’s typically better
to leave the penetrating stick in place, so that it can be
removed and its path evaluated by the vet. Sometimes the
mere presence of the stick is the only thing preventing
a massive loss of blood or a collapsed lung.

  Mouth: Stick penetration in the mouth can damage a lot of
important structures, including the tongue, laryngeal and
pharyngeal tissues, palate (“roof”) of the mouth, teeth, esophagus,
and trachea.

Your default action should be to leave the stick in
place.

These traumas can also damage the nerves or blood vessels
within your dog’s neck, and, depending on the direction the stick
takes, there can be significant damage to your dog’s sinuses or
brain.

Prevent the protruding end of the stick from getting
caught on anything during transport to the vet. Try not
to snap or saw the stick, as the jarring motion that can
result from doing so can dislodge the stick or even cause
further damage.

Chest: As you might imagine, with all of the important structures
that are present within the chest cavity, the damage that a stick
penetration in this area can be severe. Along with the heart and
lungs, the chest also houses many large blood vessels and
important nerves, as well as the diaphragm, trachea, and
esophagus.

Only cut the protruding end of the stick if you won’t
cause too much vibration or movement, and you won’t
delay your arrival at the vet hospital.
Wrap the protruding end of the stick with a T-shirt,
towel, or some other bulky material. This can help
prevent the stick from migrating further into your dog
and causing more internal damage.

  Abdomen: Stick penetration in this area can easily result in
damage to multiple important organs. Commonly affected organs
include the stomach, liver, spleen, and intestines.
To make matters worse, the initial damage caused by the
penetration of the stick isn’t always indicative of the full extent of
a dog’s injuries. Despite best efforts, it’s often possible for small
fragments or splinters of wood to be missed during initial surgical
exploration of such puncture wounds, because sticks shatter and
splinter upon impact.
Wood itself doesn’t necessarily show up on X-rays, especially
small splinters of wood.

If the stick has penetrated the chest, keep your dog
lying upright, rather than on their side, during the drive
to the vet. This will help by allowing the unaffected side
of their lungs to work as efficiently as possible to
compensate for the damage that is likely to have occurred
to their lungs on the side of the stick penetration.

4

Winter 2021 Vol. 18, No. 4

‘Tis the Season for Festivities, but Also for
Potential Dangers to Your Beloved Furry Friend
It’s the season of special holidays and fun and family
enjoyment; nobody wants to be a stick in the mud, gloomy
Gus, spoil sport or, well you get the idea.
With all of the festivities it’s easy for your pet to be a bit
overlooked and extremely easy for it to run afoul of any
number of problems.
It’s not always possible to keep your eyes on your furry
friend at all times. While we try our best to control our dog’s
diet, they are well known for their ability to ingest unexpected
foreign objects.
A busy house offers many different possible choking
hazards. You may not know the exact cause, but you will notice
signs that something is wrong. If your dog has something
lodged in their throat, the most common signs include:
Gagging sounds
Excessive drooling
Repeated swallowing
Vomiting or regurgitation
  Restlessness
Pawing at the mouth or throat
Hacking cough
Apathy or listlessness
Loss of appetite
Trouble breathing

Even if the dog doesn’t seem otherwise ill, getting something stuck in their throat or swallowing a foreign object can
be a veterinary emergency. If you have tried all of the above
without success you need to go to the vet. The more time that
passes, the harder it will be to treat. The vet may even have to
resort to surgery to remove the object from the dog’s esophagus.
First of all, they will try to locate the foreign body. This is
done by performing an x-ray as soon as possible. Treatment
will be determined depending on a number of factors the vet
will consider, including the nature of the object and overall
health of the dog.

The nature and severity of these symptoms will vary and
depend on the object that is stuck in the dog’s esophagus.
Coughing is often among the first signs. While dogs may
cough, vomit or show the other symptoms on this list for
different reasons, it is always a good idea to first rule out
esophageal obstruction, that is something stuck in their
throat.

Here are some of the most common treatments:

nevE

If less than 48 hours have passed since the object got
stuck, and depending on its location and position, the vet might
be able to remove using an endoscopy.

Another important thing to keep in mind if you are trying
to determine whether something is stuck in your dog’s throat
is to consider the breed.

The dog is sedated, a tube with a camera is inserted into the
throat, and a pincer can remove the object. The vet may also try
orally applying liquid vaseline if they think the object is more
easily reachable.

Some dog breeds are greedier than others or anatomically
more prone to choking. Among the naturally gluttonous
breeds are Labradors, golden retrievers, beagles and bassets
which may be more likely to eat something they shouldn’t
and end up choking.

If 48 hours have already passed, the vet will assess the
need for surgery to remove the foreign body. Part of the problem
is that by this time there will already be adhesions in the
digestive tract.
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Fear not!
If you’ve been tardy in ordering your official
WBHR calendar for 2022 we still have a very limited
number still in stock, but, as the saying goes, they
are going fast so act now!
The price is just $15 which includes postage and
if you are in the Cody area and can arrange a pick up
from Holly the cost drops to only $13 and, as another
saying goes, ‘you can’t beat that with a stick’!
The 2022 calendar will feature adopted dogs from
2021 as well as all of the entrees in the Calendar
Photo Contest which garnered at least five votes.
That resulted to more than 45 dogs in total.
For those wishing to purchase more than two
copies additional postage will be involved so please
contact Holly at (307) 272-8069 or email her at
wybassetrescue@gmail.com to receive the full
details.

Limited Supply of 2022 WBHR
Calendars Still Available for Sale!

Be Sure to Ascertain Symptoms Are Not Actually
Something Other than Choking or ‘Simply Coughing’
It is important to remember that a foreign object in a
dog’s throat isn’t the only reason they may make choking
sounds or start coughing. The sound of a dog asphyxiating
may not be too dissimilar to a dog coughing for an underlying
health reason. Some of them may include:
The cold or flu: while dogs cannot get our colds and
vice versa, but there are many canine cold and flu viruses
which can lead to coughing. Look at other symptoms such as
a runny nose, sneezing or shivering.
Distemper: another viral infection, canine distemper
is unfortunately much more serious than a cold. A key early
symptom is watery or pus discharge from the dog’s eyes.
Immediate veterinary treatment is needed and it can be fatal
if not addressed quickly enough.
Kennel cough: scientifically known as canine infectious
tracheobronchitis, this is often passed on by dogs in close
proximity to each other. Its symptoms include a hacking cough
which mimics the sound of something stuck in the throat.
Heart disease: when a dog has heart disease, coughing
can be one of the many symptoms. Make sure you look at
other symptoms of heart problems in dogs and take them to
the vet for diagnosis.
Strangulation: strangulation of asphyxiation in dogs

is usually due to neglect and sometimes even abuse from an
owner. If a dog’s collar gets caught, it can lead to
strangulation. A technique known as ‘helicoptering’ may
also be used on the dog whereby they are picked up by the
neck and swung around. Unfortunately, many children who
do not know any better may engage in this practice thinking
they are only playing.
Heartworm: this is a parasitical infection which affects
the dog’s heart. Its symptoms include coughing, accelerated
breathing, weight loss and even fainting. Heartworm in dogs
is very dangerous and requires immediate veterinary
treatment.
It is important to know whether your dog is choking due
to something stuck in their throat or for another reason, so
keep an eye out for other symptoms.
This also means considering the circumstance in which
you first see the dog coughing. Is there a child nearby who
could have done something? Are there pieces of a possible
foreign object lying around or traces of food? Answering
these questions will help you determine whether your dog
has something stuck in their throat, so that you can act
appropriately.
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Let’s be honest, just about anything can be classified as a
choking hazard, but when it comes to dogs, there are numerous
popular items our pets are especially susceptible to so let’s
take a look per experiences of our veterinary friends in no
particular order.
Balls
Any type of ball can slowly degrade and come apart over time.
And because dogs are prone to chew and tear at their “caught”
prize, it shouldn’t come as a surprise that large pieces of a tennis
or rubber ball can easily break off and become lodged in his throat.
Rawhide Bones
Particularly the wrap type bones that slowly unwind as your
pet chews. Because the only way to break this type of treat down
is by worrying away at it, pieces can create a serious obstruction
to his esophagus and intestines.
Protective Masks
You’ve worn it all day and that super-absorbent paper mask
now smells like what you enjoyed for lunch. That makes paper or
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fabric masks irresistible for your pet. And because they’re bulky
enough to cause a serious blockage in his throat, its # 3 on our list.
Cooked or Raw Bones
While we know chicken and turkey bones are a big no-no for
dogs, all bones eventually break down and splinter as your pet
chews them. Brittle fragments can break off and cause choking or
even perforate his intestines. If you want him to enjoy a real bone,
monitor his progress and remove when it starts to break down.
Mini Carrots
This healthy snack is great for those who want to offer up a
treat that’s more nutritious than the usual dog biscuit. But this
small, solid little veggie is the perfect size to lodge in your pet’s
throat. Particularly if tossed into the air and caught. Best to cut
into pieces or hand over a whole, large-sized carrot for him to
gnaw on.
Sticks
It’s hard to supervise a dog out walking on a trail when he
starts parading that perfect stick and then runs off to give it a little
chew. Truth is, just like a bone it can splinter, cutting gums and
wedging in your pet’s throat. So, watch him on trails, and distract
him when he comes running with those small sticks.
Stones
Oddly enough, a number of dogs enjoy rooting around for a
little stone to carry around on their walk. Maybe it’s the size, the
smell, the shape. But if he begins to toss it around and catch it,
you should be concerned about not only broken teeth, but that
something this solid could easily become wedged in his throat.
Plastic Wrap
Just like your protective mask, smells and flavors can cling to
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Keep Emergency Visits to the Vet at a
Minimum by Carefully Monitoring
from the aid that terminated in a fobothered by their deafness,
toother‘Chokeables’
and adaptAccessibility
quite well, relying on their
senses. It is incumbent

on the owner, however, to protect a deaf pet from undetected
dangers, such as motor vehicles, and to protect people
because
they from
will be
able to accidentally
swallow
(especially small
children)
reflexive
dog bites after
being it.
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to
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dog
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have
a
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Toys
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big
chewers
should
be
chew on. While most of them will be safe, your task is to find the
throat or intestine and create a sizeable blockage that if caught
rougher
and
harder
than
those
for
the
smaller
breeds
with
weaker
appropriate ones for your dog, style- and size-wise. Some designs
soon enough can be removed by the Heimlich. If not, he’ll need
bite are
force.
of dog chew toys
far more dangerous, too.
surgery.
Hard Candy
Fruity scented candies will always be an
irresistible lure – wrapped or not. And
because this tiny treat is something your
pet has likely sneaked, odds are he’s going
to eat it quickly and quite possibly, whole.
Gulping can cause it to lodge in his throat
and result in a serious choking hazard.
Kid’s Toys
Think Lego pieces, Barbie accessories, balls
of clay or Playdough. Dogs are intrigued by
anything small that can fit into their mouth
for chewing. Keep toys in a separate room,
or make sure playtime clean-up is thorough.
Gristle
Another thing which tastes like meat but
which can cause your dog to choke is gristle.
We all know that hard inedible part of meat
which we need to leave on the side of the
plate because we cannot chew it.
Never give your dog gristle and be very
careful not to let it fall off the table so your
pooch doesn’t consider this to be their treat.
Chew Toys
Dog chew toys, as their name confirms,
are made for dogs to chew on. While most
of them will be safe, your task is to find the
appropriate ones for your dog, style- and
size-wise.
Look at labels for what breed, size and
age the toy is recommended for. If the toy is
suitable for a small breed, it is not necessarily
good for a large breed (i.e. golden retriever)

Look at labels for what breed, size and age the toy is
recommended for. If the toy is suitable for a small breed (e.g.
Pug), it is not necessarily good for a large breed (e.g. Golden
Retriever), because they will be able to accidentally swallow it.

Passing over the
Rainbow Bridge

Size is the most important feature of a chew toy to consider;
it should be too big to fit behind a dog’s teeth. Additionally,
some dog breeds have a stronger bite. Toys for big chewers
should be rougher and harder than those for the smaller breeds
with weaker bite force.
ids would not remain in the dog’s canal. He reported that smaller
breeds tolerated the presence of a foam plug in the ear better
than large breed dogs, but not all small dogs were tolerant.

In Loving Memory.......

Maggie (101/2) left Peggy and Michael
Although
an owner
mayFouche
empathize
deeply
saddened
in Belle
on with a pet’s deafness,
theOct.
reality
is
that
most
deaf
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and
cats give no evidence of
23
being bothered by their deafness, and adapt quite well, relying
on
their
senses.
It is incumbent
on the owner, however, to
Kira
andother
Eric were
deeply
saddened when
protect
a
deaf
pet
from
undetected
dangers, such as motor
Hunter (91/2) passed away in Mustang,
vehicles,
and
to
protect
people
(especially
small children) from
OK on Dec. 18
reflexive dog bites after being startled.
-continued from page 3“I heard somebody define heaven once
as a place where, when you get there, all
the dogs you ever loved run to greet you.”

If you have lost a special friend and would
like them listed in this section of Waggin’
Tales please contact WBHR Director
Holly per the address on page 2.
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Yes, Heimlich Works Just as Well
In Saving the Life of Your Pet

Dogs come in all shapes and sizes, and it’s much
easier to perform the Heimlich maneuver on a dog that
is small enough to lift. Even if your dog is large,
however, there is a version of the canine Heimlich
maneuver that you can perform:
1. Lift the dog up off the ground, pulling him
against you with his spine pressed against your chest.
2. Wrap your arms around the dog at his waistline.
3. Make a fist with one hand and place it just behind
his last rib – wrap your other hand around the fist.
4. Push in and up with your hands in 5 quick
thrusting motions.
5. Open the dog’s mouth to check for the foreign
object and remove it, if possible.
6. If you cannot remove the object, lift the dog and
turn him upside down then sweep your finger into the
mouth again to dislodge the object.
7. If the object remains stuck, place your dog over
your lap (or stand him in front of you) and administer 5
sharp blows with your open hand to the dog’s back
between his shoulder blades.
8. Open the dog’s mouth and check again for the
object – remove it by hand, if possible.
9. Repeat this procedure until the object becomes
dislodged or your dog falls unconscious.
10. If your dog falls unconscious, administer 5 rescue
breaths and repeat the 5 abdominal thrusts, continuing
the pattern until the object is dislodged.

so it is important that you know what to do in this situation. You must remain
calm but take action quickly to clear your dog’s airway and to restore his
breathing. After you’ve cleared the obstruction and your dog has resumed
breathing, take him to the vet to make sure he hasn’t suffered any complications.
Even if you’ve managed to remove the object you should go to your
vet to assess any internal injuries and possible treatments. Swallowing
a foreign object can cause your dog serious digestive problems, even if
they do not choke on it. Therefore, the final and most important step is
to take your dog to the vet for a checkup.
Important! The Heimlich maneuvre can be useful if your dog has
something stuck in their throat, but it can be dangerous if the coughing
has a different cause. Be careful not to exert too much pressure or
cause any trauma. Those with dogs who may have a higher chance of
choking should consider doing a canine first aid course to be well
prepared to help their pet.

If your dog is too heavy for you to lift off the ground,
you may need to change your tactics slightly.
Place your dog in a standing position after checking
for the obstruction and wrap your hands around his
body just behind the rib cage. Make a fist with one
hand and wrap the other around it then administer the
5 abdominal thrusts mentioned in Step 4.
If this doesn’t work, lift the dog’s back legs so his
head hangs toward the ground and try again to remove
the object. The rest of the steps can be administered
as listed above until your dog’s airway is cleared.
When your dog is choking, every second counts
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Acute Caudal
Myopathy You’re Joking,
Right???

‘Poser’. A word with several definitions according to
Webster, but let’s, for a moment, focus on the one which goes
“a baffling question or problem”.
So, with this in mind, what do the following seemingly
unrelated terms have in common:
swimmer’s tail
cold water tail
dead tail
broken tail
limber tail
rudder tail
broken wag

Typically, swimmer’s tail is diagnosed by connecting the
dots between your dog’s symptoms and recent high activity, in
addition to a careful evaluation of your dog’s tail by your
veterinarian.
Your dog may have difficulty rising because dogs use their
tails for balance. Likewise, your dog may have difficulty finding
a comfortable position in which to sit and you may see it shifting

Ah, as those of you on the alert for some kind of trickery, you
are correct - they all mean the same thing. In this instance it’s
officially “acute caudal myopathy”. Sound a bit, what, over the
top; maybe, but it’s 100 percent legit and working dogs and
active hunting dogs seem to be at greatest risk for developing
this condition, but it can happen to any breed.
So, what exactly are we talking about here?
Acute caudal myopathy typically results from overuse of
the tail, causing a strain or sprain of the muscle groups used for
tail wagging. Possible scenarios leading to limber tail include
hard/vigorous play within the previous 24 hours, prolonged
swimming, or active hunting within the past few days.
Your dog may act fine immediately following activity but
will wake up in pain the next day. The key risk factors appear to
be overexertion and/or exposure to very cold water or cold
weather.
The key risk factors appear
to be ov erexertio n a nd/ or
exposure to very cold water or
cold weather.

The veterinary examination will include a careful
palpation of the tail starting at the base (up by the pelvis)
and proceeding down the entire length. The goal is to
locate the discomfort and rule out any other problems
that might explain the symptoms.

its weight from side to side. The tail may droop limply between
your dog’s rear legs, or it may stick straight out behind for a
short distance before drooping. Your dog may be so distracted
by pain that it might not eat and may be reluctant to squat to
defecate.
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Keep in Mind That Limp Tail May Actually Be
Another Problem and Not ‘Swimmer’s Tail’
-continued from page 10Well, it could be something else especially if the aforementioned
activities are absent? Definitely as other medical problems that
resemble swimmer’s tail include:
· tail fracture
· lower back pain from a diseased intervertebral disk or
osteoarthritis
· infection or inflammation of the anal glands
· prostate disease

and anti-inflammatory medication, but only use medication that
has been prescribed by your veterinarian. Most dogs are back
to normal within a few days to a week.
Just because your dog developed swimmer’s tail once does
not mean that it will happen again when it returns to its favorite
activities. You do not need to prevent your dog from doing the
things that feed its soul!

The fact that other medical problems can look similar to
swimmer’s tail reinforces the need for a thorough examination
by your veterinarian.

Be sure to see the Spring
Waggin’ Tales for our great plans
to celebrate WBHR’s 35th year!

How is limber tail treated?
Uncomplicated acute caudal myopathy is treated with rest

Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

Westside Animal Hospital

631 S. Ash Street
Casper
(307) 472-5600
Drs. Doug and Laura Johannessen

3025 Ft. Sanders Road
Laramie
(307) 755-5469
Dr. Crystal Gill, Dr. Jacque Murray,
Dr. April Zander, Dr. Kelcy Walker

3116 Acacia Road
Cheyenne
(307) 632-6392
Dr. Holly LeBeau

2001 Buckskin Dr.
Gillette
(307) 682-2001
Stacy Geer

Mountain View Pet Spa
Pets Are People, Too!

Camelot Pet Castle

830 Skyline Road
Laramie
(307) 745-7341
Dr. David Evertson, Dr. Dana Petersen,
Dr. Carey Edwards

256 S. Douglas
Powell
(307) 754-9393
Dr. Justina Pahl,
Dr. Erin Pedersen
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260 Crescent Dr.
Mills
(307) 472-7297
Sherri Johnson, Owner
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As Old Age Sets in, Be
Prepared for Issues Such as
Incontinence to Crop Up

Aging is a fact of life whether it’s yourself or your pet and with
it comes a variety of health-related issue and, in the case of your
basset, incontinence is one of them and not quite as manageable as
in humans.

underwear for much less than dog diapers, this can be a good,
affordable solution especially if the incontinence is short lived.

There are, fortunately, quite a few variable options at hand.

If your incontinent pet requires steroids for medical reasons, be
careful. Since steroids often cause pets to feel crazy hungry, some
decide to eat their diapers.

Washable diapers / belly bands: If your dog is merely leaky,
washable dog diapers or belly bands (for male pets) probably absorb
enough
to
protect
your
home
from
leaks.
Washable diapers + incontinence pads: If your pet is fully
incontinent, then you’ll need something much more powerful on
the diaper front. A combination of a washable dog diapers with a
women’s incontinence pad stuck inside works quite well.
Adult diapers / incontinence briefs (especially for larger dogs):
Some people use binder clips or even a little duct tape to get these
adult disposable briefs to fit better.
Baby diapers (especially for smaller dogs that are paralyzed):
Some people use two diapers at once for male dogs to protect both
“ends” at the same time.
Boys’ underwear turned backwards with the fly hole serving
as the tail hole: Again, you’ll need to line the underwear with an
absorbent incontinence pad. You can purchase packs of boys’

Hooray,
I’ve Got a
Home!

Pet Bedding
Living with an incontinent pet means doing a lot of laundry. To
ease the burden, use inexpensive fleece blankets or other bedding
that dries quickly and can tolerate whatever cleaning products you
use to get the stains and stink out. Such bedding options include:
Pet bed wrapped in a trash bag, then covered with blankets
Old towels
Old bathmats (great because of rubber back lining)
Cheap fleece fabric / blankets
Check local garage sales and thrift stores for inexpensive items
for pet bedding. Sometimes you can also find fleece fabric on sale.
Washable Pee Pads
Washable “pee pads” from a medical supply company are good.
They feature a top fabric that wicks moisture away from the skin to
help prevent sores and a bottom material that keeps leaks from
getting onto bedding or furniture.

Archetype Basset

Pet Diaper Options

Diaper Caution

Since our last newsletter these hounds
have found their ‘Forever Home’
Buster is causing a fluster in Cheyenne with his new
family of Linda and Danny.
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“Belly rubbing is a comforting action.
It’s an opportunity for bonding and part
of our relationship with our dogs.”

Did I Hear

“But remember, dogs have been bred for 10,000 years to be
social animals and coexist with humans.”
Studying Back Rolling Behavior in Dogs
A dog rolling over on his back doesn’t always mean the
animal is being playful, submissive, or looking for a belly rub,
especially in instances when other dogs are close by.

Somebody Say
‘Bellyrubs’!
One of the most joyous parts of owning a pet is cuddling. Many
of our dogs seem to love having their bellies rubbed. They happily
flop on their backs, tongue lolling and tail wagging as they await
tummy scratches. But why? What’s so great about having your
belly rubbed to a dog?
Some dogs love belly rubs almost as much as playing fetch or
chewing on a really good bone, yet others could go without the
show of human affection. So why do dogs like belly rubs? And is it
weird if some dogs don’t?
“Belly rubbing is a comforting action,” explains Dr. Peter Brown,
chief medical officer of Wagly, a veterinary-based pet service
provider with campuses in California and Washington. “It’s an
opportunity for bonding and part of our relationship with our dogs.”
Christine Case, an anthrozoology instructor at Beacon College
in Leesburg, Florida, offers another idea about the origin of belly
rubs for dogs. Case, a member of the Association of Professional
Humane Educators and the International Society for Anthrozoology,
feels that humans have modified canine behavior over the last
thousand years due to domestication.
“Rolling on their backs is a submissive behavior that dogs exhibit
toward humans.” Case explains. “I think it would be difficult to
determine whether dogs truly like this activity or if they have been
trained to do so. The context of the situation should be evaluated.”
Michael Schaier, a certified professional dog trainer and author
of “Wag That Tail: A Trainer’s Guide To A Happy Dog,” concurs
with Case’s assessment, but adds that affection is one of the greatest
training tools a human can use on a canine.
“A dog rolling on his back is a submissive action and puts the
canine in a vulnerable position,” says Schaier.
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In 2015, two teams of researchers from the University of
Lethbridge in Alberta and the University of South Africa set
out to investigate the meaning and function of dogs rolling
over during play with other dogs. The researchers wanted to
know if a dog rolling over onto its back is really an act of
submission that serves to stop aggression or a tactic executed
for combat purposes.
The researchers examined videos showing dogs playing
together and staged play sessions with a medium-sized female
dog paired with 33 dogs of different breeds and sizes. Then,
they sat back and observed.
The researchers concluded that while dogs may roll when
playing, the move might also be used to gain an advantage in
fighting. Of rollovers observed, none of the dogs rolled over in
a submissive response to aggressive behavior by another dog.
-continued on page 14-
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“If a dog does not like to have its belly rubbed, it does
not mean there is anything wrong—perhaps it’s just the
dog’s preference. It’s up to the individual animal.”

-continued from page 13Researchers noted that dogs rolling on their backs in front of
other dogs used their position to block playful bites and launch
attacks on the aggressor.
Should You Rub Your Dog’s Belly?

But most experts agree that when dogs ask for belly rubs or
petting of any kind, it shows how comfortable they feel as part of
the family.
“The greatest reward you can give your dog,” adds Schaier, “is
the touch of your hand.”

If pets are comfortable with belly rubs, pet owners should feel
free to pet away. But Brown warns that a dog who suddenly doesn’t
enjoy a good tummy scratching might be conveying a different
message.

Thank You,
Jane!

“If your dog normally likes belly rubs, and then stops, that can
be a sign of a sore belly or possibly an issue where their back is
causing pain.”
There are, however, some dogs who can survive without the
constant stomach rubbing.

As always, our most sincerest gratitude to Jane
Elliott for maintaining our web page, adding dogs,
up-dating dogs as well as doing home checks.
WBHR really appreciates all your help, hard work
and dedication. We would be lost without you!

“Past experience could affect the dog’s like or dislike for the
activity,” Case remarks. “If a dog does not like to have its belly
rubbed, it does not mean there is anything wrong—perhaps it’s
just the dog’s preference. It’s up to the individual animal.”

Thank You to All Our Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR
4218 E. Pershing Blvd. - Cheyenne
(307) 634-2912
Dr. Michael Driscoll, Dr. Sara
Oededekoven, Dr. Coreen Frawley

180 Rd. 3Dx
Cody
(307) 250-4474
Dr. Amanda Marsh

Animal Eye Center

215 W. 67th Court - Loveland, CO
(970) 461-0909
Dr. Steve Roberts, Dr. Kent Burgesser, Dr. Radka Andrysikova

14

Winter 2021 Vol. 18, No. 4

Signs for Wanting a Belly Rub

The natural inclination for a human is that all dogs want a belly
rub, but, obviously such is not the case. Even dogs who enjoy a
good tummy scratch can have their “off moments” so how do you
really know? Well, although not fool proof, consider the following
hints and clues if you sense something is not quite what it usually
is.
Dogs adopting a submissive display (also called an appeasement display) are trying to diffuse social tension by showing
that they’re not a threat. Petting a dog that is showing submissive
or appeasing behaviors can make the dog more nervous, because
now you’re touching him in very vulnerable parts of his body!
Dogs who actually want a belly rub will generally show the
following body language signals:
Overall: loose, wiggly body postures
Mouth: relaxed, open mouth—you might see their tongue
flopping around
Eyes: Open or squinty, bright and not necessarily staring at
anything

Tail: relaxed, wagging tail
Vocalizations: quiet ha-ha sound as they “laugh,” or a light
panting sound, or silent
In contrast, a dog that is showing submissive or appeasing
behavior will look like this:
Overall: tense, low body postures—they may crouch, freeze,
or tense up
Mouth: lips pulled far back in a “fear grimace” or lips and
mouth closed, may see lots of lip-licking and tongue-flicking
Eyes: wide open and staring into the distance, or showing
the whites of their eyes as they look at you, without turning their
head, or eyes will be squinty and tense
Tail: may be still or wagging, but will have tension in the base
of the tail and the tail may be tucked
Vocalizations: quiet or soft whining
Most people find it easiest to watch the dog’s tail and mouth,
but keep in mind that a wagging tail doesn’t equal a happy dog. A
tucked, stiff, fast tail wag is not the same as a full, loose tail wag!

How to Give Your Dog a Perfect Belly Rub
You can help your dog love belly rubs even more by learning
how to give a good belly rub. Here are the basic steps to giving
an excellent belly rub, which are modified from the pat-petpause protocol for petting dogs:
1. Watch to see if your dog is asking for a belly rub.
Check the body language listed above.
2. If your dog doesn’t seem to want a belly rub right now,
don’t push it. The best way to teach your dog to trust you and
love belly rubs is to respect him when he says “No, thank s”.
3. Kneel down. Keep your body language loose and relaxed
at first.
4. Rub the belly! Try open-palmed, fingernails-in, circular,

or even patting motions.
5. After three to five seconds, stop petting.
6. See what your dog does next. If he paws at you, stays
put, or otherwise shows that he’d like more petting, go back
in for more! If he gets up and leaves, belly rubs are over.
7. Try changing up what sort of petting you use and see
what different results you get. You might be surprised to
find a new type of belly rub that your dog loves even more.
The most important thing is to respect your dog’s wishes
and pet him the way he’d like to be petted. If you listen to
your dog’s body language, you will make your dog love belly
rubs even more than he already does!
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It’s the holiday season and Floyd eyes the freshly decorated bassetthemed tree while wondering what Santa will be dropping off this
year.
Fortunately he can’t read so the contents of the Chewy package
remained a secret until “the big day” although he was rewarded with
a few mini donuts for being a good boy and not peeking. He was
disappointed, though, when the reference to “chips” turned out to be
microchips
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Fall Foundation Board Minutes
Wednesday, October 20, 2021

On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, at 12:30 p.m. Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Foundation (WBHRF) held a regular
board meeting. The meeting was held by conference call. Those in attendance were Holly Moen, President and Treasurer,Vice
President Allen Moen, Secretary Jane Elliott and board members Frank Mallon, Michael Ryan, and Heidi Rasmussen. Board
member Luke McNeely was absent.
Holly reviewed WBHRF’s financial statusin the Treasurer’s Report. ThePaypal debit card checking account has a balance
of $2,415.40. The regular checking account’s balance is $453.20. The SAFE savings account has a current balance of
$14,623.25. The Blue Federal Credit Union accounts remained at $3,000 for the checking and $5.00 for the savings. The
Paypal online account has a balance of $3.14. There is a deposit of $88.60 expected soon from the King Soopers program and
there was an addition $200 that came in from the last silent auction proceeds.
Holly stated the significant drop in the Paypal checking account was due to vet expenses for the basset Ruby, who was a
recent placement. She had a lump that needed removed from between her shoulders as well as ear and eye issues. She is now
doing a lot better and has been adopted out by one of our established families.
In New Business, Holly finished reporting on other recent adoptions/fosters in addition to Ruby. Buster was the only other
recent dog in rescue. He was a previous adoption, who had came back to us. He went right into a pre-approved home in
Cheyenne.
In other New Business, Holly reported that the 2022 calendar order was expected to be in on Friday, October 22. She
ordered 110 this year and had 71 of those already accounted for. Brief discussion followed.
In a final item of New Business WBHR’s upcoming 35th anniversary in 2022 was brought before the board. Michael had
designed a handout outlining possible ways to celebrate the anniversary that the board reviewed. A lengthy discussion followed
over which ideas the board wished to pursue. It was decided the board would further review the 35th anniversary logo designs
Michael had presented and get back to Holly on a choice of one to use in the celebrations as well as on T-shirts and tote bags.
Decisions on what actual events to hold was postponed until the next meeting in January.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.
Jane Elliott, Secretary
Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Foundation
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WBHR Development Fund

$1-25
Baxter and Fannie
Robert and Kerstin Bult
Gunder and Carole Hansen
In memory of Newton
In memory of Teton and Sherlock
Jeff and Ashley Lang
Joe Michaels (for Roxi and Molly)
$26-99
Anonymous - 2
Mike and Teresa Bares Family
Nathan and Thea Bryce
Rex and Pat Leaman
Pat and Paula McKenzie
Lindsay Musgrave
Jerry and Judy Scheafer
$100-249
James and Elaine Alsop

$100-249 - Continued
Anonymous - 2
Claudine and George Dillman
Sharon Kettle
David, Tracey and Kylee Stai and
Tilly and Sadie
Patty and Vic Thompson
Susan Kostenbauer
Roz Cummings
Harley Williams
Vicki and Tim Gable
Janis and Denise Finning

$250-499
Anonymous
In memory of Pookie
Holly and Allen Moen
Constance Ryan-McKenna
Casey and Michael Mondle
Judy and Shauna Lumbardy
Sally and Edward Vine
James and Amy Speakman in
memory of Maribel
Karolyn Chambers
Lorraine Reiner
Janette and Larry Richards
Bob Wirth (for Molly, Mary Jane
and Diego)
Kay and Eric Kohler
Jennifer and Stan Dorn

$500+
Anonymous
Nyal and Susie Q. Walker in
memory of Mrs. Nell Walker
Rocky Mountain Casing Crews
Matt Fredericksen-England
Helen and Michael Ryan
Heidi and Brock Rasmussen
John Minium and Karen Parker
Stephanie and Jorge Oneto
June and Floyd Hill
Jane Elliott
Barb and Dan Robyler
Frank Mallon
Bryce Klein
Barry Snyder
Laurie Bonini
Clayton and Deb Black
Jon and Erika Phillips
Rich and Lorie Hillegas
Fay and John Pondish
Shirley and Fred Bell
Andrea and Joe Kenney
(in memory of Petey)
Mr. Blue
Kristie and Geoff Worden
Lynne and Jeff Milton
Crystal and Gary Goeden
Frank Mallon
Sara Brea Bedwell

Thank You to All Our Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR
Powell Veterinary Service
522 So. Division
(307) 754-3034
Dr. Lyle Bischoff, Dr. Bryan Neves
2026 S. Sheridan Ave.
Sheridan
(307) 674-4111
Dr. Peter Pelissier Dr. Christian
Newton, Dr. Amber Ingersoll, Dr. Angelica Bialek

1247 County Lane 14 - Worland
Dr. Steven Tharp, Dr. Victoria Otto

(307) 347-2358

200 E. Lakewood Road
Gillette
(307) 682-1507
Dr. Marshall Kohr,
Dr. Darren Lynde, Dr. Rachel Young
Animal Clinic of Billings
1420 10th Street West
(406) 252-9499
Dr. Ken Brown, Dr. Stuart Sherburne,
Dr. Bryna Felchle, Dr. Bobbi Jo Massic,
Dr. Christiane Youngstrom

Moxey Schreiber Veterinary Hospital
1650 Commercial Avenue - Sheridan
(307) 672-5533
Drs. Mark and Sarah Schreiber, Dr.
Cindy Hager, Dr. Karen Serres, Dr.
Sammie Perkins
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Thank You to All Our
Veterinarians and Clinics
Who Support the WBHR

4340 Butler Spaeth Rd.
Gillette (307) 696-2525

Four Paws Boarding

Dr. Garry Gotfredson,
Dr. Allie Sowerwine. Dr.
Susie Button, Dr. Emily
Hake, Dr. Clare Panning,
Dr. Montz

801 East E Street
Casper (307) 462-6185
Preston Pliant

2340 W. Broadway
Idaho Falls, ID
(208) 522-2557

Meiners Animal Clinic
3500 W. Chicago St.
Rapid City, SD (605) 343-5089
Dr. Mary Buhman, Dr. Sheila MacLaughlin

Dr. Luke Gillespie, Dr. Loren Normandeau

Buffalo Veterinary Clinic

5524 Greybull Highway
(307) 587-3151
Dr. Stephanie White,
Dr. Kaycee Stagner, Dr. Sarah Buri

120 U.S. Highway 16 East
Buffalo (307) 684-2851
Dr. Kurt Walters

Riverbend Vet Hospital

3155 Cy Avenue
Casper (307) 234-7333
Dr. Richard Schwahn,
Dr. Tangney Gray-Dockham, Dr. Angela Bell, Dr.
Sarah Schoonover, Dr. Nika Martin, Dr. Katie Huber

240 S. Riverbend Drive
Douglas (307) 358-4910
Dr. William Root, Dr. Brianne
Andreen

3740 E. Lincolnway
(307) 635-4121
Dr. Christopher Church, Dr.
Rebecca Duden, Dr. Leigh Farrell, Dr. Jayce Calhoon,
Dr. McKayla Peterson

1439 Stillwater Ave. - Suite 3
Cheyenne (307) 775-0577

1007 Smylie Road
Douglas (307) 358-1125
Dr. Dean Smylie,
Dr. Jemma Pipkin

600 W. Antler Dr.
Casper
(307) 265-4333
Dr. Sammie Redding

Dr. Raven Novak
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For the love of a basset...

Show Your Love
and Support

Basset Hound Note Cards
Like to write notes? Well, we’ve got something just for
you! It’s a 12-pack of cards featuring some of our inspiring
bassets and their stories. On the front is one of our rescued
bassets, the back highlights their story and the inside is blank.
The cards measure 5.5 inches wide and are 4.25 inches
high.
The pack of cards features Chloe, Hugo, Daisy and Ripley.
Each pack has three cards of each basset and are available at
$15 per set which includes shipping.

Iris Folding Greeting Cards
These beautiful cards are decorated with the iris paper folding technique.
Each card is blank inside and lined with white card stock. Designs include two
basset hounds, two poodles, two cats, a Scottie and a bulldog. The cost of the
cards is $3 each or two for $5 which includes the mailing envelope. Postage is
75 cents per card.

Floyd Wear WBHR Baseball Caps
What better way to keep the sun away than with an official Floyd Wear WBHR
baseball cap for the great price of $25 including postage. A limited number of caps
remain in chamois and khaki. As for the cap construction let’s just let the
manufacturer provide the details: “This Adams low profile pigment-dyed cap is
one of our most popular hats and features six panel construction, 100% cotton
material, an adjustable leather back strap with antique brass closure, a pre-curved
bill, and Adams exclusive cool-crown mesh.”

‘Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound’

“Memoir of an Abandoned Basset Hound” was created after the life of Rocky the Rocket
basset hound. He was abandoned by his family in Wyoming and after a failed adoption, he
was adopted to his forever home in Montana. His master, Jim, simply adores Rocky and
Rocky adores Jim! Jim wrote this book about Rocky’s antics and adventures through the
eyes of Rocky. Rocky’s book is available for a donation to WBR (suggested donation $3.00) Format: ebook pdf - Length: 199 pages.
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.....they light up our lives

Show Your Love
and Support

WBHR Decals
Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue Decals are 4" tall and 6" wide. They are suitable for
placement on outside windows and come with instructions to apply them. $6.00 each,
which includes shipping.

Basset Hound Dog Treat Cookbook
This cookbook is 8½” x 11" in size, with over 40 pages of great treat recipes
for your dog! The covers can also be personalized, such as “Toby’s Treats” and
they can also be made for other breeds, not just basset hounds. The cookbooks are
$20.00 including shipping. Personalized cookbooks are $23.00 (dog’s photo and
name). Order well in advance if a gift as they take four-to-six weeks to compile.

Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue T-Shirts
Three adult colors - Grey, Texas Orange and Colonial Blue . Shirts have ‘Opt to
Adopt’ on the front and the WBHR logo on back. It’s $25.75 for sizes Small through XLarge, $27.75 for 2XL and $28.75 for 3XL. All prices include postage. There are no
Youth Size T-shirts available.

Basset Hound Greeting Cards

‘Missing You’ Design
This is me.....

The basset pictured is Mena, who was rescued by an
animal sanctuary in Nebraska.

This is me.....

The back of each card tells her story to her new,
forever home. The pictures are of the front and inside,
right of each card.
These are high-quality, 5x7 cards, with a glossy finish
on the outside and a mat finish on the inside. The cost of
the cards, which includes envelopes, is $1.50 each with
an additional $.50 shipping per card for a total of cost of
$2 each.

......when you are near
I miss you...!
.....when you aren’t here

Great Gifts for All Basset Lovers!
For questions about any of these items, please email Holly at:
wybassetrescue@gmail.com

21

WBHR Merchandise
Make Great Gifts
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To the following
people for all their
help since our last
newsletter, whether
with fostering,
transport or placing
bassets and
bloodhounds

Jane Elliott, Teresa Fletcher, Dr. Johnson, John and
Fay Pondish, Michael Ryan,Gordon Smith, Scott and
Pat Vandell.

“It is amazing what you can accomplish
if you do not care who gets the credit.”
Harry S. Truman
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Please contact Holly Moen
wybassetrescue@gmail.com
(307) 272-8089

WBHR is celebrating its
35th anniversary in 2022!
Keep an eye out
for information on all of our
exciting special events!

