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At Wyoming Basset Rescue’s web site you can check out our bassets available for adoption, visit 
the photo gallery, check our current raffle items, read information about the basset hound breed 
and our rescue and also find links to other great basset sites.   
Sophie – The First Month. – By Fred Bell. 
 
    Our introduction to Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue was 
due to the loss (sudden and unexpected for us) of our 
second basset hound, Suusie, who was just over 12 years 
old.  Shortly prior to contacting Holly, we had gone ahead 
and purchased Pattie, a basset hound pup.  We had 
maintained a regular correspondence with Holly and 
looked forward to the basset hound picnic.  Prior to the 
picnic, we had read about and seen the small photo of 
Sophie on the Rescue’s web site.  Since our first two bassets 
had spent most of their lives together, my wife and I 
decided we should adopt Sophie, who had been in the care 
of the Rescue for the past 4 months. 
    We saw a nice large color photo of Sophie at the picnic 
and completed all the paperwork for Sophie at the end of 
that fun day and made arrangements to pick Sophie up in 
Sheridan the next morning from her foster home.  We met 
the next morning for the first time.  This was the first dog 
we would have in the family who didn’t start as a pup with 
us, as it’s only owner.  So as for Sophie, this was a new 
experience for us.  Having seen only two photos of her, she 
of course was not exactly what we expected to see!  Wow, 
what long legs and so small!  First impressions.  She was fine 
with Shirley, but at first barked at me and wouldn’t 
willingly let me pet her.  In fact, she wanted to be as far as 
possible from this unknown stranger.  It took some minutes, 
but I finally convinced Sophie I meant her no harm and got 
a harness buckled onto her.  Sophie also didn’t like seeing 
Pattie, so her best defense on being with an unknown dog 
was to go on the offensive and attack.  Hmmm…was all this 
a really bad idea?  I mean, if she didn’t like me and 
couldn’t stand Pattie, weren’t these factors deal-breakers?  
(especially after being with oh so many super friendly 
bassets at the picnic!)  Well, hey, these are only first 
impressions.  I finally got her calm enough to trust a walk 
with me.  So we walked perhaps 100+ yards and she had to 
potty.  Then she decided she could probably trust me.  So 
we walked back to the car and said our good-byes to the 
foster mom.  But when we went to all get in the car, Sophie 
again wanted to attack Pattie.  Well, it’s a small car, with 
two adults and two basset hounds.  So Shirley decided to sit 
in the center of the back seat and keep both dogs apart 
and give them time to “nose” and accept each other.  We 
were also told Sophie really liked treats, but when offered 
one, she would snap and grab – not real good.  Hey, was 
this a great idea or what?  Well, Shirley got Sophie settled 
down and within two hours, three things happened.  First, 
Sophie decided I was an okay fellow and sitting behind 
me, she was able to give my right ear a lot of loving, plus 
nest her chin on my arm.  We were officially friends!  

Second, stern words and instruction defeated Sophie’s 
snapping and grabbing for treats.  She now removed them 
so gently from the hand, one could hardly tell when she 
ate a treat!  She will also, like Pattie, let anyone take 
something out of her mouth or look at her teeth.  Very 
gentle she is.  Third, after a lot of mutual petting with 
reassuring words, Sophie could sit next to Pattie without 
any attacks, barks or growls – peace in our time! 
    So by the time we got home, we were family.  Whew!!  So 
adopting wasn’t a bad idea at all.  Now, Sophie has been 
here for a month.  She and Pattie are best friends.  I’ve 
found out Sophie is mostly very gentle and, well, what I’d 
call a cuddler.  If sitting on the couch watching a movie, 
Sophie will hop up beside you and lean against you – 
almost cheek to cheek.  Then she’ll get a bit more 
comfortable and lie across your lap, desiring of course, a 
decent belly rub! 
    Now what was a major stumbling block with Sophie?  
Well, early in her life she had a front leg injury.  To see her 
stand or sit, her left-front leg is at an ugly angle and it 
would appear she could not walk well.  She had previous 
vet exams and was currently on a twice-a-day pill 
medication.  Yet, what did we have here?  A very active, 
bursting with extreme energy, 17-month old basset pup  
Thanks to the pills, no limping or pain here.  With all that 
energy (you really can’t believe how fast both Pattie and 
Sophie can race both around in the house and the yard, 
unless, of course, you also have a young basset hound at 
home!), walks seemed like a good idea.  We already knew 
how much Pattie enjoys walks.  Taking Sophie on a walk is 
a bit of an adventure.  If one thinks about ships in WWII, 
Sophie displays the ability of three things:  1.  She can 
zigzag with the best North Atlantic convoy to avoid u-
boats, 2.  She has the strength and power of any fast 
battleship, and 3.  The agility of those famous PT boats.  
You must be fully prepared, because if any birds are 
nearby on the ground or if a rabbit is sighted, her harness 
and leash will be subjected to a 1000 pounds tensile-
pulling test!  And you better hold on!  So, she gets daily 
early morning and late afternoon walks, up to 55 minutes 
so far (never less than 25 minutes).  Thus far, no fatigue (for 
her!), no limping, (even with reduction of the medication), 
and fully enjoying those walks.  She’s so well, happy and 
enjoying everyone here, it’s like she’s been a part of the 
family from her first days and not only for the past month.  
It’s hard to remember how it was without Sophie.  I think 
Pattie would agree, too.  She’s simply a grand dog and it 
was the smartest thing we ever did adopting her.  Wow – 
what a gal!!  Oh, did I say she was “small” – I was much 
surprised she weighed 47# and now weights 48#.  Thank 
you Wyoming Basset Hound Rescue.
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The basset is on the back 
and the circle is on the 
front, left chest.  It 
says “Wyoming Basset 
Hound Rescue”, has red 
paw prints, a black 
basset and also says “Opt 
to Adopt” in red. 
                      

T-Shirts Order Slip:                                   

 
Name:________________________ 
 
Address:______________________
_ 
 

_____________________________ 
 
Size T-Shirt(s): _________ 
 
Total $$ enclosed:  _______ 
 

 
 
Greeting Card Order Slip: 
 
Name: ________________________ 
 
Address: 
______________________ 
 
_____________________________ 
 
Card style A Quantity: _______ 
 
Card Style B Quantity: _______ 
 
Total $$ enclosed: __________ 

Card Style A – “Miss You”      Card Style B – 
“Perk Up Soon” 
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foster, please contact WBHR.  Our 
address, phone numbers and email 

are listed throughout this 
newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
We hope you enjoy “Waggin’ 
Tales”.  If you would prefer to 
receive the newsletter via e-mail 
let us know.  Also if you would 
like to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact us at 
the address, phone number or 
email listed herein. 
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